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5 January 1979

Mr. John C. Ford
Pre s id.ent
?B5th BGRA

/204 Easy Street
Camp Springs, [1D 2OO,?I

Dear John.

0n behalf of the !4th Bomb Group lt{emorial Association, I
want to extend to vou and the rnembers of the lSJth Bornbard-
ment Group Reunion Association a very belated thanks for
the contributions you and your members made during our
recent memorial dedication ceremonies in Bury St, Edmunds,
England.

Your presence, along with that of Earl L, Cole and John F.
Pettenger, your splendid letters from General fra Eaker and
Senator Kennedy added immeasurably to the dedication
ceremonies and the banquet, which in ny humble opinion was
a trernendous success.

I would appreciate it if you would convey rny personal thanks
to the members of the 385th BGRA who were responsible for
providing the three beautiful wreaths that were placed at
the base of our rnemorial after its dedication.

I{ANsFs trITY HEUNION . 4-6 MHY 79
(See page 6)



POtllr & cou]lrERPOlNT.......
8th AIR FORCE I]ISIGNIA

OIPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

rEX^s ?3r.3

23 August 1978

Lt Col John H. woolnough
Editor. 8th AF News
Box 4738
HoIlywood, Florida 33023

Dear colonel woolnough

Attached is a photograph of the 8th Air Force enblem as
it was originally approved, No othe! versions or nodifi-
cations are authorized; we ale not aware of the enlllem
design used j.n any other form.

As you requested, a copy of your letter has been fotralaled
to Hq SAC/DPAP, offutt A!'B Neblaska for their direct reply
to you.

Since!e1y

fb^o7*4..*zz--
special Paograms Division
Di rF.r^-i-e ^3 Pcrs Drof,rrr ActtonS

gTH AIR FORCE

Nei rhe above letter is a result of our continuinq search to find ihe
history of the 8th Air Force edlem. SAC historians have confirned that
the curved Finq version authorized. In view of the wide-sPre.d
use of the curved eings by historians and edlem makers, we urge 8th AFers

to use the aulhorized wings wheneve! practic&le to avoid extinction of this
ve!sion in historical records. In a related subject, readers are reninded that
we weie in the Eighth Air Force. There Fas no "Eighth U. s. Amy Air Folce"
eler. Hos cdn nrstory be preser\ed if we reoedt indccu!dcies.

By John Ford

The above Air Force letter was printed in the
8th AF News for November 1978. Both the letter from
The Air Force Mil itary Personnel Center at Randolph
AFB, and the N0TE added to the bottom of the letter
annoyed me. The 8th Air Force insignia shown t^tas not
the imbl em as ori gi na1 1y approved, a1 though I I .wu: .

originally forwarded to the U.S. Army's Heraldic-Div-
isi6n or ine Quartermasters Corps for approva'l: 

-fhq.

balance of the statement in the first paragragh indi-
cated that little or no research had been done on the
matter. In the 'IN0TE" typed on the bottom of the Ajr
Force Ietter, the Editor of the "Bth AF NEl,lS" became

a'we" instead of John l.loolnough.
But perhaps what annoyed me the most was that I

had complbted i^esearch on the subiect in late 0ctober
and was awaiting the zerox copies that would refute
the statements in the article and perhaps many firms
and other groups would be misled by the article' A

.li.-i.-point was "The Friends of ihe Eighth" (F0TE)
'i n Engl and, whose wi ndow deca l s carri ed the curved
wing iersion of the Bth Air Force insignia, plus the
Pubiisher of the "Airfields of the Eighth - Then and

Now" , who had gone to cons i derabl e expense t0 have a

hand-carved leither plate made to press the cover of
the deluxe American edition of that book.

When the copi es di d arri ve ' 
I ci rcul ated them to

vari ous persons and deci ded to reproduce them for the
benefit bf our group members. The reproductions were

not the clearest in the world and it was necessary t0
it i gntty retouch some of them before they coul d-be

rediced- in size and printed in these columns. These

copies were taken from the original submissjons which
irb on file at The Institute of Heraldry, U.S. Army'

Cameron Stati on, A1 exandri a, Vi rgi nia, 22374. The

Institute, while under the Department of the Army' is
us;d bt the other Services to review, assist, rede-
sion and approve emblems of her.aldic natttre'

The stbry of the Bth Air Force emblem approvai
began when thL War Department Cable..18B0' dated 25

Maich 1943 was sent to the field. Many members of the
8th Air Force were wearing the patch indicated jn the

-t-

'letter a5ove, but the War Department cable requested
that al I insignia or emblems be submitted to the
Commanding General, Quartermasters Corps' through the
Commanding General of the F'i eld Forces concerned. For
that reason, Major General Ira C. Eaker submitted the
fol Iowing request to the Commanding General, Army Ai*
Forces, Washington, D.C. :

'.,, 

,;. 
t 

"

,,L].,

s[ErsCT:

HTAD!UlnxEJ?,:

EICIIfl AIA FOITCE

Prposd l&alSnf. - Efahu llr Fcsr.

Cc.ndlnt c&nl, &ry llr lorc.., i.rh&ttcr.

0001/50

9 nl,ril 1r1.,.

..,1

1. Praarart to tb. lDtnstlon! Gorlldn d ln rrr Drprrtun! Cabfo
f,o. 18801 25 fhrch 1943, tt lr roE|drd th.t tb. foffdlt rhodd.r
islgnlr b. .6pi.d lor th. Elihth llr lororr

!. &4&gf: h . dlrk ol ulln<rrlr bl.ucl r rlnjrd fuur. ctghi
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g. &-!L!eIOt 6 tir hfl abqrfdcr .t pF.crlbad blr cs!.nt
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/<fuy'.-.-' IRl C. E t@B
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The record shows that two Indorsements I ater ' the
letter arrived at the Heraldic Section of The Quarter-
masters Corps. 0n 20 May 1943, a letter with the ap-
oroved Bth Air Force shoul der sleeve insignia was sent
lo the Commanding General, Army Air Forces. In the
copy below, the upper left hand corner of the letter
coiriained the following typed lines: SP to 421'4 - Bth
Air Force (shoulder Sleeve Insignia). These lines are
almost i11egible on the zerox copy:. It wilI also be

noted that ZO Uay 1943 appears on the letter, whi le the
approved date on the hera l di c sketch i s 27 May 194q'
iti itori ans bel i eve the date on the i etter was the date
the I etter was typed and sent to the Heral d i c Secti on 

'
where personnel were sti 1 I putti ng the fi n i shing touch
to the' new des i gn ' The l etter was s i gned by Co l onel 

.

D. H. Cowles, Aisistant to the Commanding General ' Tl

0uartermasters Corps. The heraldic approval document' -which was inclosed with the letter, was signed by

Arthur E. DuBois, Chief, Heraldic Section'
The Quartermasters Corps was charged not only --

with the design, but also with the procurement of al I

aooroved items of issue. It is to their credit that
first issues of the new design were in the field in

( Cont' d paqe i )

.@



the I ast week i n June 1943.
There is no record at The Institute of Heraldry

that anyone ever contested or sought a change of
design of.the originally approved 8th Air Force
shoulder insignia. This irrcTutes any request from
the Strategic Air Command (SAC), which was formed
after World [,Jar II at old Bolling Field, l.lashington,
D.C., and moved to Andrews Field in Sep,Qql 1946,
where it was housed in the same bui lding now occupied
by the Air Force Systems Command (AFSC).

Following is the Ietter of approval:

. Jr;rt.lr - 0Ur A1r l.bro.
(. ,0!ll -t. r;Ioove Insl6nle)

U.t 20, l9L,

L;u:$rtif r ghodd.r $Ixv. Iulgrt. lor ota tl, Dro..

T0r Ce.dflg Osmnl 
^rft 

!,t tbrs.., Irrblagto!, D. C.

_ _ 1. Ey Ur! ruthor'l.tt dll.grt { to th. eulltamartol Ocnoml
by Znrl lndoroe,o1t,, 

^p 
lr2l.? (9-U.{?), OO_f, ffr AdJutant Ccnorclrr,l'r'lcr,, Lctober 8r-ltlrz, tllc folJorJ,n6-rhou].ic rbeio tmtguln for

tiio bt:r A1r foFCr ts tpprcyodr

on s blue al.rc 2! lnchoc in dlerter I ylncod
nt!4eml nUil l-3/t inc*ror J.n holi,trt in goldcn or.nce,
tn l,qrcr Iobo of nuloral r rhlie flyo_polntcd etrr -

olt:lod rltll r nrd diao.

&r Thc ilurt*mdtor O"Dt3lr

n. I!. cc,ll!s,
Colonel,,.1.i|.C.,
AralBtant

SIDULDER 
S,lFf;T,SF:ruA FoR rHE

Gr o bluc disc 2! irr,
wrngecJ nurnerol "s- ltt'^t? 

ria dr(.lrn€ier q
gotcbrr oro n ge,, 

^ 
r;*;-J ?."*?'l,H;?L'Li ?n. *ttve- pornfed sf<rr cknrgeci w,*h cr ,J;;=.
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e47>p,ro ve<y'

.,'.t. . .(. ( ,r'.
-Y*i;.-o+(^r-,"..h.fi ,l#:-#i;.,_--

Stlsz
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. .Before going to press with this article, I waspri vi 1 gged to have a tel ephone conversati on wi tn li.General Ira C. Eaker, in which I made inquiri.r on-'fris. personal recal l with the subject of itre insig;ia.
fluch. to my surprise, the General stated the oriqinalpatch as indicated jn the ,'Bth AF News',, was aeiifneaby one of his staff members very eariy in 194?, uiJ--just shortly before the arriva'l of th; first bombergroups. To General Eaker, the selection and readinessof a distinctive shoulder patch was a needea moiJfe---item....and anyone familiar with his planning will-
acknowl edge that any vi ta l 

- 
j tem, no mitter h6w smal I ,was included in his over-a11 planning.

0ne must al so remember tirat Br.i !ad.ier General
Eaker and his_very small contigent oi personnel didarrrve tn Lngtand on 20 February 1942, just 24 daysafter the Bth Air Force was activated ai Savannah
Ai r Force Base i n Georgi a, under the command of one
Col onel Asa N. Duncan, and at that time the General
di d not know the Bth Ai r Force was i ntendea toi tne
Uni.ted Kingdom. Major General Car'l ',Tooey" Spaaii,a |,iorl d t,lar I veteran had been advi sed UV- eentrii- '

fr19t a "tl3t f: (Spaatz ) was to be the coirmanJint een_erar ot the Air Forces in England. General Spaitzthen convinced General Arnold tfrat he wanted the BthAir Force'i n England, and it was eaiiy Rprit wtren--
Genera'l Eaker was to1 d by General Spaitz that theBth Air Force would be tiansferred to England in-the
summ.er of 1942 when he, General Spaatz, issumed
command of al I ai r forces i n Eng l and. Thus , the de_sign of the shoulder patch was ieal ly the intenJeJ-insignia of the VIII Bomber Command, which was under
.the_command of B/Gen. Eakerl And so it was thatVIII Bomber Command personnel scurriea aiounJ ingl andto find a manufacturer for the Eaker sclpctcd nairh
0ne was found, and the p;tch;; ;;;; r";;;;-;;; i;;;;'
when the first flying units r,rere originaily-sctreauiea
t0 arrive. in May 1942. However, Japinese action inrne pactilc area caused a delay in the first arrivalsand.meanwhile, Major eenerji i[,aaIz-Jrrivea-i; En;:'-
I and on 1B June 1942 and the Bth Ai r- Force Decameactr've.. General Spaatz accepted the VIII Bomber-Com_
mand patch as the Bth Air Force shoulder.insignia.
The original, but no.t the duly authorized insignia,
was used unti I the l^lar Department Cabl e No. 1g50,dated 25 March 1943 noti fi ed ai t Commanaers i;-aiefield to submit their suggested ins.ignia to The quar_
!?fTa!ters Corps_for revjew and/or r6design ana ofti_crat.appr0vat. By this time, l,lajor Generi.l Eaker

I 
was the Commandi ng Genera l of th6 Bth Ai r Force. So

l'rE was.that_while the original VIII Bomber Command
I r ns r gn i a se I ected by the General , was a1 so the candi _
date f0r the 8th Ai r Force patch. For reasons unknownto the author, the design was modified to the ar.;;;
Il.lg_:l9y1d:f, slgevg iniisnia that wai iIe-..rv-lriv
autr.rgrtzed Bth Air Force insignia. The decision to-
m0d r ty was n0t contested as far as General Eaker canrecall The curved wing shoulder insignia wis-fi;;lissued ]1 July 1943 and-that is why maiy of,, posi.s.
two distinct shouider inSign,ia for" the -eth 

eir F;;;;.-Incidentally, the Army_Regulation governing the ip_"'proval authority for all insignia ind embl6ms,-ai[.,
DacK many year before lllorld I^lar I I. It was just over_looked in the mass build-up of force. iirai;s"wfry ite
|^lar Department Cabl e was i ssued.

This article was intended to indicate the great
amount of time and effort that must be expended"to 

-.-

present history in its ,,factual,, truth. j\s the conver_sation wi th the General proves, many facts are na;;;-
yfiil.n,down for posterity and some history is preiumedrll r!g t lght of circumstantial evidence. Such historyshould never be used for self-serving purposes. Afterwatching historians such as Roger Frieman'cortecf iaitsor "factual" statements, it is"a revelation to-;-p.;;;;
such as mysei f, how he and. others. agon.i ze over ,ring--
such material. l4y research in th.is"matter makes me"very happy, The,,Friends of the E.i ghth,,(F0TE) inEngland, by having the authorized iision.ia nn thoirEngland, by.having the authorized iis.ignia on iheirauro badge decals, inficates to me they know how toget facts...even if they dig them out of tne eiitfri

The new decal s on the top of this issue of our
Newsl etter are the handiwork bf Robert Cri bb, Rouie
7. Box 9A. Snarianhrrrn qf 2o?n" D^A,.,--:- !L^,.89x _9A, Spartanburg, SC, 29303. Bob was in theori gi na1 31st Station Compl ement and i s a regu.l arcontri butor to the Associ ati on.



3nd SCOUTINE FOBtrE
It is a constant surp^rise to me how many different

roles were played by various members of the 3B5th Bomb

Group during World l.Iar II. There were a few who made
a major contribution to the effectiveness of our bomb-
ing efforts, and yet very l ittle is written about their
saga. Take the Scouti ng Forces as an examp l e, Col onel
Budd J. Peaslee had been the Commander of the 384th
Bomb Group when it arrived in England and Iater was
the Commanding 0fficer of the 40th CBl^1, where he had
flown many missions as the Task Force Commander, He

had been the leader on the Schweinfurt mission in 0ct-
ober 1943, that had proven to be a very costly mission,
and not because of hi s 1 eadershi p. I^Ieather had proven
so damaging to our bombing efforts, that many times he

had been faced with the decision to bomb or not to bomb
and at one time he was even forced to maneuver an en-
tire B-17 wing around the Knaben area, just to find a

cloud break that would allow them to bomb the target.
From that experi ence i n November 1943, Col onel Peasl ee
evo l ved a p l an to set up a l,leather Scouti ng Force,
whose ai rcraft and personnel woul d fly mi nutes ahead
of a bombing task forcer apprisinq the Task Force Com-
mander of conditions. The Commander coul d then make
a choice of options on how to avoid changing fronts
and seemingly unpassable cloud formations. The wing
would then have sufficient time to change course or
altitude to avoid enroute incidents, accidents, or
disasters.

Col one l Peasl ee so i d hi s i dea to General Dool i ttl e

and began h i s ori gi nal pl anni ng i n May 1944. A short
time llter, Major-J!erritt,:. fiein, o-ne of the 3B5th's
finest Air Command Pilots and foriner 0perations 0ffi-
cer of the 549th Bomb Squadron, was requested for re-
assignment to the 0perations staff of the 3rd Air
Division. After assignment, l"lerrill convinced General
Partridge, then Commanding General of the Third Air
Division, that Peaslee's idea should be accepted and
acted upon in that Division. t,Jhen asked by the General
who coul d bui I d-up such a force, Major Kl ei n suggested
Major Vi ncent W. Masters of the 55'l st Bomb Squadron,
385th Bomb Group.

Ma"jot Vincent ltJ , Ma.tterLA, C0, Augutt 1944

Major Masters, one of the oriqjnai four B-17 Lead
?!lot: assigned to the 3B5th, was just f lying his last
(2Bth) mission as an Air Command Pilot with the 385th
when he learned of his new opportunity. And so jt was
that i n August 1944, the same month that the 1st Scout-
ing Force became operational, Vince Masters was faced
wi th the job of sel ecti ng personnel to acti vate the
3rd Scouting Force. He was most selective about his
pi 1 ots , and of those sel ected, al I were Lead or Command
Pi I ots who had compl eted thei r tours and who wanted to
transition to the P-51, The pilots selected - one of
whom was Captain 0,V. Lancaster of the 550th Bomb
Squadron, 3B5th Bomb Group - proved to be most excep-
tional men. They began by flying one AT-6 trainer
that had been assigned. It must al so be remembered
that each man had vol unteered to fly another tour in
fi ghter ai rcraft and had gi ven up thei r chance to have
an R & R stateside before reassiqnment. There were men

-4-

L to R: Lt. l'4eqent, 38st.ll Fttt Sc1ua"d.t-on
FLigLLt TnLt,LUctolL a"t GoxhiX-X, Station;
Hettb Howand, 1 00th BG; 0,V, LancaateL,
38Sth BG; L, Abendzot.h, 486th BG; Andnew
Fu!,Len, 486tl,t BG; Nzt LundhoX-m, 10Ith BG;
BLLL SandbX.oom, 486th BG; Oon Guthzie,
486th BG, a-nd Stan Ga-gon, 447tt'L BG,

in intensive competition for a place on the Scout.ing
team, and the sel ectees were the flnest. After verv
few hours i n the AT-6, they were graduated to the p-!1
Mustang when they demonstrated thei r abj I i ty to handl e

that quick-response aircraft. After only 20 hours in
the P-51, the airmen were combat ready. Among th.is very
sel ect gfoup of men was another 551st Bomb Squadron
member, Captain Edward J. Grabowski , who had compl eted
hi s tour as an outstanding Lead i'l iivigato):. Ed was the
Navi gator for the 3rd Scouti ng Force.

Ma"j on Ma-ttezt decotta,tey Capt Ed c/La.bau)AEi

There had been quite a bit of thought, arm-
twisting and discussion before the unit-wai as-
signed to the 55th Fighter Group at Wormingford.
None of the fi ghter groups were over-exc.i t;d at
the prospect of have a bunch of war-weary ex-bomber
p1 1 ots messi ng up thei r fi el ds. The persbnnel were
all on detached service from their parent unit and
the P-51's, with their ground crews, were on detach_
ed service from the fighter squadrons of the 55th.
I! is probably true that most of the personnel felt
they were being treated like a baby born out of wed-
1 ock, to unt,vanti ng parents. But there was too much
to be done in a short period by too fewl Major
llasters doubled as Command and 0perations 0fiicer,
while his Ground Exec doubled as the Intelligence
0fficer. 0n1y two enlisted personnel were assigned
for administrative purposes and they did every job
imaginabie. Despite all the obstacles, the 3rd
Scouting Force flews its first mission on 15 Sep-
tember 1944, j ust two months after the 1st Scouli ng
Force had blazed the way, and a little more than a
month after orglanization, In the bluel Major Masters

(Cont'd on Page 5)
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SCQUTING FQRCES, ,, , , (cont'd from Pase

Ca,ptain 0. V, Lancadtez

had Ed Grabowski as llavigator and 0.V. Lancaster
flew as Iead of the second f1 ight. Their purpose
was to report weather condi tions enroute and over
the target, timing their arrival over the prirnary
target about ten minutes before the arrival of the
bombers. Later on, they were uti I i zed to hel p form
the bomber stream in the assembly area.

The ai rcraft were ful 1y armed but they were
under strict orders not to engage the enemy - only
to protect themsel ves. The uni t had fi ve confi rmed
destroyed enemy a.i rcraft and in more than 1300
sorties, they encountered nore than 20 enemy air-
craft i n combat.

The turnover in pilots was raoid after the
Scouts entered operati ons , s i nce the un i t fl ew
every operational day. Four pilots were killed'in action - three of them attributed to the weather.

In February 1945, the 3rd Scouting Force be-
came the 3rd Scouti ng and l^leather Force, and the
unit was brought up to a Bomber Squadron strength,jnherjting the Table of 0rganization (t.O) trom
the B62nd Bombardnent Squadron. Ten B-17's were
assigned with their crews, in addition to extra
fi ghter pi I ot crews. The 55th Fi ghter Group was
real 1y bent out of shape since they were the only
fighter group having a bomb squadron in their midst.

The purpose of this reorganization was to
p1 ace a1 I weather a i rcraft under the command of
then Lt. Col . Masters. Up to the point of this
change, the esprjt de corps of the Scouting Force
was extremely hi gh, but the ground forces from the
B62nd Bomb Squadron arri ved i n a rather demoral i zed
state. They had arrived overseas with B-24 aircraft
and as part of the 493rd Bombardment Group at Debach
in May 1944, They were converted to B-17G's on B

September 1944, and now, on 1 February 1945, they
had been stripped from their Group and assigned to
what they regarded as a somewhat mongrel outfit.

The B-17's assigned to the 3rd Scouting and
Weather Force were al I stri DDed of the i r turrets
and could rea11y move. Some were old - some were
new. Despi te growi ng too fast, the 3rd Scouti ng
and ll,leather Force mol ded i nto a qo'i nq outfi t and
morale improved to the point thai Geieral partridge
presented them with a Commendation.

The task of the 3rd Scoutinq and t{eather Force
ended, Lt. Co1. Masters was assigned as Deputy Chief
of Staff for 0perations,3rd Air Division in May
i945, where he was given the task of scheduling
the aircraft and bomber crews home for reassignment.
His section may welI have been termed "The Maiters
Travel Agency" s i nce he a1 so began runn i ng rubber-
neck fl ight tours to the Ruhr, Rhine and Schwein-
furt, Germany. This was a period in his Air Force

career he di d not know he had so many fri ends.
Colonel Masters left the 3rd Air Division to form
a Scouting force for General 's LeMay and Partri dge
for the 20th Ai r Force. Personnel were ready to
start training at Bolling Field when VJ Day ended
the requj rement.

0ffered a job flying a desk at the Pentagon,
Vince opted to get out of the service and began
flying for TliA. He was being checked out as Captain
of a Constel I ation for the Shannon-London-Pari s run
when he was overwhelrned wi th a desi re to return to
Medi cal School . Today he i s sti I I headi ng up a

si gni fi cant Scouti ng Force as the Dj rector of
0bstetrics and Gynocology at the Georgia Health
Center, University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia. It
al I ties in. Even back in 1943-45, men of the 385th
were giving bjrth to many good ideas. Mastersfull ones

Conatnuct.ive. crLiticiAn o (1 5Sth Fightzz Gnoup
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REUNION NOTES.....

- The most significant change has been in the book_
ing for rooms at the Hiiton plaza Inn. Up to and in_
cluding 1 April L979, al.l,bookings w.ill bi handled by
John Ford, President and Editor.- The primary ieiion"
for this change is that we have blocked 225 rooms in a
250 room I nn, That's 90 percent of the avai I abl e roomspace. It also makes it poss.ible to work very closeiywith Ms. Janine Raspotnik, our Hilton person tharged "

with our reservations and room assignments. Everylthing possible is being done to arringe rooring to
meet your individuai des.ires. It musI be remeibered,
n0wever, that some room assignments may have to be
changed at the I ast moment, due to reas-ons Ueyona inecontrol of the Hitton plaza Inn staff. As an'uiirii.,
i f ,one or more guests are booked i nto the Inn for lhe'znd, 3rd, or 2nd and 3rd of May and at the last minutedecide to stay another day or two, there is no way itie
Inn 

- 
personnel can force them to move out or changLtheir p1ans. Please keep in mind that such instinces

can and do occur frequently" and your cooperation isbeing sought in advance. Another- problem that facesInn.personnel is the. times of your'arrivals. fveiV-good hotel or motel keeper has-a number one rule tLsatisfy arriving guests by having a clean and available
room ready for them. But each hotet .is also faced withthe fact that a checkout time is set to make the best.i nterface wi th the arri vee and the departee. Even thi srule must be bent at tirnes such as unioreseen instances0f i l 1 ness of one or more of the quests.

JI ut,a11.possib1e, would yoi please notify Johnror0 0T esttmated time of arrival at the Inn, so they

Sincz tl,te !_a..tt NewtTette-n tttini have been aevetan-
Lmp.ontant. changea in the pX.anning [on the teventh Re.
uw-on.

can be prepared to greet you in the best manner possl_
fl., gnd keep in mind thal the established.f.,..tbui-
time is not the most desirable arrlval tirne. Above allplease keep the 385th spirit high in moments of stress,for a cool head can sure ventil ite a hot tongue. you
are at the control s.

For the benefi t of members I i v.i ng i n i sol ated
areas where a travel agency is not aviilable to assistyou in your air travel, ttrls office will alio utt"*pt-to take care of your problems. Just send your desiredceparture ttme and the nearest airport to this officeand we wi I I secure the most di rect' ana reasonibie fireavailable for your conven.ience. If you wish to chargethe fare to a major credit card, you must supp.ly the"
name of the credi t card company, your account number,the Interbank number, if apill iiiUie, and the card ex_piration date. Your tickets can then be mailed directt0 your home, or , .if you wish, they can be held atthe airport desk for your arrival t-here. If you wish
!9 pay for the tickets, make checks payabie to the
flllr ]iuu91 Agency. The tickets wiit-be sent io-your"
l9me,.or you can pick them up at the airline desk it
Ehe a l rport of departure.

. .. Cgl.' rideri ng that .it .i s approximateiy three monthsuntt I the Reuni on date, a banner crowd i i predi cted.More than ninty-five reservations have bebn received
?l ll: time of going to press, with eighty_fiv.-paiJ-rn aovance.

Competi ti on among ai r. and ground crews i s great ,with the presenr tglail.!9ing tIe-noUert s. Mitiis;;'crew of the 549th gl- (Niiligin, Abrahamson, Baldwin,Immel, Martin, panfilq^gla.iembert) ; WaVne'Nonig;r;iV,s
crew, also from the 549th (tvlontgomiiy, leye"iy;"N;;i".,-Stermer, Strout and_Trousdale);"Robeii B.-Ba.i-.I6v, .r.*from the 54Bth (Baitey, Bruckei, Coble and Gii tis), ana0. V. Lancaster's crew from the 550th tlancisi;;, " -' "
Bommersbach, Heard and Larry Russel I , our Kansas Ci ty
Host ). I f thei r was one thi ng rnost ir.ws pr.i ded them_selves about, it was personal"interaition.' So iom"-on,y0u other crews, let's heat. up. the attendance competi-'
ligli 9.! 9n,!he. phone or back to tetter writins'and
urged your buddy to get together on 3_5 14ay i979, at
Kansas. City, l'lissouri. As-a matter of faci. ,unu 0""_sons who have already signified they wi.l I be ii in!-reunion, have requested iooms next io, or near someone
wn0 nas n0t yet indicated their.intention of beinq with
us,

- Co l onel Sep Ri chard cannot be wi th us , unfortunate_ly, si nce he i s a Commi tteeman on a conventi on that wasscheduled at the same date as our reunion, but Bill
Tesl a, 550th Commander, has stated he i ntends to trv to

be at his first reunion, While Archie V. Benner Jr.
and Frank l^l. Bexfi el d have a1 ready regi stered. Now
if Danny Riva, H.T. "Spoon,,t,ljtheispo6n and Herb
Hamilton will make their reservatiohs, we may De
able to hold a "mini-reunion', of Squadron C0',s. That
woul d be a treat for many persons.

Just as I was gett.ing ready to print an up-
dated list of persons attending the ieunion, tire ma.i1
man brought another. It was from Curtis A. Ai les,
another air crew member of Bob Bailey,s 54Bth crew.
Curtis is an outstanding artist, vvhose scenics are
on several postcards in the midwest.

The following list of attendees is coded as
follows: (i) or (3) indicates a sinqle or more than
two persons. an asterjsk (*) indicaIes an additional
days reservation.

Ailes, Curtis A

Abrahamson , C, L. *
Al brecht, Harol d l,l ,

Andrew, Hugh S.
Bailey, Robert B.
Baldwin, Robert R. *
Beam, David E.
Bember, John K.
Benefield, A,L.
Benner, Archie V. Jr,
Bennett, R.E.
Bexfield, Frank l,l.
Rnmmorqhach | |

Bushey, Dr. H.L.
Brucker, Noble W.

Cavan, Charl es H.
Cobl e, Barney J. *
Co1 e, Eari L,=-
Col thorpe, Si dney E.
Corni veau , A1 *
Crosman , Dorl and L,
Dillon, James L.

Immel, John A.
J ames , Ben E.
ameson, Russel I

ohnston, Grier F

Keen, Pau li ne
Knight, Robert A.
Lancaster, 0.V,
Lee, Robert E.
emon, Harry V.

Leyerl y , Dean

Lyke, Samuel E,
McGui re, Robert Q.
McMicking, Henry A.
McWilliams, Clovis M..*

3)

Edelstejn, Charl es:F
Emmons, James H. -a.,*-Fife, hl. A.
Ford, Emory N.
Ford, John C. *
Gaul, Nornan W.

Gill.i s, M. Drue *
Gorchak, Joseph *
Grabowski, Edward F,r
Hal e, Don *
Harter, Emmett A.
Heard, Lyman B.
Hess, James A.
Hite, John D.

l"'lann, Sol
Manni ng, George l,l.
Martjn, Earnest E.
Masters , Dr, Vi ncent
Miller, Richard M.
Mi11igan, Robert S.
Montgomery, tlayne
Murray, John R.
Nea1, Gerald
Nob1e, John D.
Panfile, C. Thomas
Raper, Mari on E.
Relyea, Mer'l e M.
Rembert, Howard T.
Ri chardson, Howard
Ri vard , Raymond
Roop, l{il I i am J.
Salvador, George
Schnejder, Joseph S.
Smi th, Charl es C.
Sni th , Dr. Lewi s A.
Stermer, Edward J.
Stern, Edward R.
Strout, C1 arence L.
Taubkin, Dr. MiIton
Toman, Florian A.J.
Traudt, Ernest A.
Trousdal e, Harol d A.
Val I iere, Robert A,
Varady, Capt. Bert J
Wa1ls, Frank B.
l,lheaton, Richard A.
Wei kert, Ruel G.
l,Jei s garber, G1 enn P,
Wi I son , Robert l,l .

Wilson, t,liiliam J.

(1)

1\

(1)

REMemgER, THis ts ttot

THE END, YOU ARE IN-

VITED.,.BE THERE!

At the reunion, Arky Huber witt irave a-lTifi-
sel ecti on of "T" shi rts avai I abl e for sal e. Al I wi l.l
have the Group or Squadron insignia sil k screened onthem, .fn6'l uding nany r,lith the Bih Air Force iniignia.
The Squadron_insignias and the Group insignia wiil be
also on disp'lay in rull color, so ybu cam6ra bugs can
make photographs of them. These iisignia were Iaintedat Nel I is Air Force Base during our last reun.ion and
and are _q _j9V to behol d. Al so-on. di sp1 ay .i s a 

"epi 
i caof our 385th Bombardment Group (H) Heldquarters sign

that you wi I I want to, photograph. pl ease send phoios*
(as sharp 9s p9:sible) of yourself and wife, for repr
duction into slides for a ipecial slide show. Mail
them as soon as possible to John Ford and please in-
cl ude a return envelope, stamped, for the.i r return to
you, Group history's will also be on sale, since we
have suffi ci ent orders to al I ow us to go to press i n
the next few days. Every day say: ,,MID[Ay USA".

en before, duri ng, or j ust after llt,l I I.



NEWLY

NEW MEMBERS:

FOUND M ET BE R S TIIII

llison, Bil ly H.

_.t #9, Box 236
Val dosta, GA 31601

Au1t, Joseph R.

985 W. Morgan
lvlarshall, M0 65340

Baker, Henry
P.0. Box 6423
Santa Ana, CA 92706

Boble, Barney J.
2404 Mabl ey Trai I
Greens bo ro , N C 27 407

Brucker, Noble W.

1385 No. High St
Lancaster" 0H 43130

Buss, Mi I ton E.
3460 Yel I owstone
Ann Arbor, 14I 48105

Byers, C. Russell
1149 E. Lingard St
Lancaster, CA 93134

Ca11, Wayne M.

Rt #1, Box 40-A
Burley, ID 83318

Cavan, Robert K.
439 Donegal
Rochester, MI 48063

'1 aar, Robert
_ 776 Berkl ey St

Harri sburg, PA 17i09

Cl ause, Homer
Box 118
Somerset, 0H 43783

Cohea, Howard
637 Montg NE, Apt 431
Al buquerque. NM 87110

Corbin, Wayne D.
Star Rt #2, Box 72
Canyon Lake, TX 78i30

Cooper, Lowel I
Rt #1, Box 58
Peabody, KS 66866

Cunin, John R.
3348 Chel sea Dr
Cleveland Hts, 0H 44118

Curtis, Eugene
2027 Broadway
Mitchel , NE 69357

DeFrancisco, D. H.
633 Third Ave
New York, NY 100i7

Durrant, Col i n

101 Avondale Rd

Ipswich, Suffolk
Engl and

urrant, Van
<..^13J.+ Uerry way

Rosevj1le, CA 95678

Elkins, Robert G.

6705 Scott St
Al I endal e, MI 49401

Elliot, Henry P.
901 Ireland Ave
Muskegon, MI 49441

E1man, Larry
P . 0. Box4043
Panorama Ci ty, CA 914L2

Emerson , Davi d

31,7 22nd Av e

Great Fal l s, MT 59404

Eshelman, R. E.
3946'l^lest Point Dr
Los Angeles, CA 90065

Fabeny, S. A.
4135 N. 27th St, Apt 7

Phoenix, AZ 85016

Frne l-a f'nnhaJ-f

Quincy, KY 41166

Fyda, Louis
8156 N. t{isner St
Chicago, IL 60648

Gegoni ne, l,li l li am

308 t^l.4th St
0ii City, PA 16301

Gilchrist, Rev, Howard M.
213 W. Henry St
Saline, MI 48176

Gillis, M. Drue
9409 Pin 0ak Dr
S i I ver SPGS, MD 20910

Hoffman, James V.
1B Lake View Ave
Woodl awn, Buffal o, NY L4219

Ihlenburg, Frederick H.
553A Fai rways Ci rc1 e

0cal a, FL 32670

Immel, John A.
6927 Skyl i ne Dr
Peoria, IL 61611

lrons, Ltemenf, 1. \utemJ
443 Naoma Court
Fai rfax , VA 22030

Jac kson , Lo ren E.
513 North N St
Lompac, CA 93436

King, James
i6 Silver St
Norwood, lvlA 02062

Kapler, F. A.
403 llestbourne Rd

Waterl oo, IA 50701

Kent, A.
P.0. Box 68
0regon City,0R 97045

Kontos, George
6 Meadowvi ew Rd

Readvi l l e, MA 02736

Kostial, Paul
506 Helen St
Greensburg, PA 15601

lemina (f anlav P
I eJ u r

7822 Wi I Iow Brok Rd

Fai rfax STA, VA 22039

Leach, Edward
17 Milk St
Attl eboro, MA 01913

McLaughlin, Vincent P.
202 SackvilIe Rd

Garden City, NY 11530

Mertens, Milford
2200 Vol 1 ey Rd
Meadow Vi sta , CA 95722

Newton, Thomas J.
P .0. Box 34
Dallas, 0R 97338

Powell, l,lilliam
35 Hinckley Circle
Bella Vista, AR 72772

Rohrbaugh , Rev. Laverne E.
2205 Reddfield Dr
Falls Church, VA 22043

Rosener, Neal
No. Devil's Gulch Rd

Stanl ey Hts,
Estes Park, C0 80517

Staats, H. H.
320i E. Denton Ave
St. Francis, I,JI 53207

Starkel , Robert H.
710 Bo l ton Rd

Vernon, CT 06066

Suffj n , Mark
96 Twig Lane
Levi ttown, NY 1i756

Smi th, Theodore B.
2011 Keswick l^lay
Norri stown, PA 19403

Summers, Robert S,
6709 Dodd, N.E.
Albuquerque, NM 87LLz

Vance, M. Thomas
751.3 Radnor Rd

Bethesda, MD 20034

I^lri ght, Ll oyd
2353 l^l . I ngomar Rd

Pi ttsburgh, PA L5237

Young, George l,J.

2203 l,lestover Dr
Panama City, FL 23405

RETURNED MAIL - NFA:

Matuna, Joseph
Price, Charles K.
Sanders, Harry A.

N07E: Due t.o Lacb o ( tpace,
38 cltange,s o{, addnzd,s wilL
not be X-i.rt.ed. T[,te Ro,sten

La neanl-g ,teadq [ott the pnint.ez and wiI-L be, di,stnibutp-d
diut at the Seventh Reunion a"nd nailed in Maq 1979 tct
aLL otlte.tt nembettt aznding a 2Bf ata"nyt to covzi co6t o (
mailina. ManiLa enve.X,ope6 wil-L u.ted in thz ma"il,in

NUNSTER flIISSIONERS
Ian Hawki ns, our ol d fri end i n Enql and and a

member of "Friends of the Eighth", is starting work
on a book about the rnissions to Munster. Ian was
totally incapacitated during a vicious attack upon
him in Saudi Arabia in 1976. For five hours he laid
in his own blood, concious and completely paralyzed
before he was found and taken to hospi ta1 . He was
returned to England, where surgeons at the Adden-
brookes Rehabi I tation Center in Cambridge have per-
formed near mi racl es on Ian's behal f. He has wri tten
to me over the years , starti nq wi th an almost un-
dec ipherabl e I eft-handed scrawl , which has now grown
into a beautifulIy clear and concise handwriting.
Buoyed by the devotion of his lovely wife, Mary, and
an indomitable will tn dcvclnnc pvtrrv r'^r'r+r' ^^'^i
bre, he is a run r tJiui;;";;il;':l"hin;;";;:'"'5;'l;;
Lon Deighton (author of "Bomber") two of England's
finest hlerld l^lar II aviation h'istorical authors, are
now urging Ian to write. I am appeal ing to every air
crew member who participated in the Munster missions
f 10 0ctober 1943 1 ed by Herb Hami I ton; 11 November

i943 led by Bill Tes1a, and the 22 November 1943 led

ituary - Guy Riggs, 549th
Just recent ly i t was I earned that MSgt. Guy Ri ggs ,
former First Sergeant of the 549th Bontb Squadron,
3B5th Bombardnent Group (H), died from a heart
attack in July 1978. Colonel Nelson Ful Ier, USAFR,
a friend of Guy and your Editor, was the source of
the i nformati on. Guy' s brother, who j i ves i n Eng-
1 and, returned to the U. S. A. for the servi ces.
Sergeant Riggs was a mainstay for the 549th's C0,
Major Archie Benner Jr. and for the Executive 0ffi-
cer, Maj or Frank Marano. Hj s fri ends extended far
beyond the confines of the 549th, Guv was burjed
in Hampton, Virqinia. He was 72 years old.
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by Danny Riva, to take time out to write your story
of participation. It will provide invaluabe help.
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REOUESTED


