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REUNION (Cont'd)
were raffled off during the Saturday evening dinner 
at the Aladdin Hotel. Merrill Klein was Master of 
Ceremony, his get-up in the old leather flying hel
met, with goggles and scarf, being the hit of the 
evening. During the afternoon on Saturday, each 
squadron held its own separate meeting in one of 
the large conference rooms reserved for that pur
pose. Each group was briefed on selection of a 1979 
Reunion site and the responsibilities that were re
quired of the host. The three sites drawing the 
greatest votes in the poll started in June 1976, 
were Denver, Kansas City and New Orleans. Nomina
tions for Association Officers was also discussed. 
More than 300 persons attended the dinner and dance 
and a great time was had by all. The evening was 
marred when the 16mm sound projector had to be 
grounded after four aborted starts of the document
ary "Wings From The Past" - a pictorial review of 
our trip to England, produced by Ronald C. Nolan, 
of Oregon. The malfunction was corrected after the 
dance band started playing, so a special showing of 
the film was made in the Momento Room. This 29 min
ute 16mm sound film is a real beauty. Ron was able 
use the only color combat film shot during World 
War II and blend it in with scenes of our visit. It 
can be purchased for $175 per copy from RCN Produc 
tions, 2064 Ridgewood Road, Lake Oswego, Oregon, 
97034. Make checks payable to RCN Productions. Ron 
is also inquiring about the feasability of having 
Super 8 copies made with sound. Direct all questions 
to RCN Productions, but it certainly is a worth
while film. After the dance, many folks had to hurry 
to their rooms and start packing because many of the 
flights out of Las Vegas were around noon or shortly 
thereafter. On Sunday morning, Dr. Vince Masters, 
our President, gave an accounting of his Steward
ship. From 278 correct addresses in April 1975, to 
703 in April 1977; the trip to England for the Mem
orial Services; a bi-monthly Newsletter; a publish
ed Members Roster; entry in the Congressional Re
cord of our England Trip; and national distribution 
of the NBC-TV three and a half minute televised re
port of that occasion. The meeting had been opened 
with a tape recorded message from Ian Me Lachlan, 
our man from F0TE, and a reading of the Atlanta Re
union Minutes. Messages were read from David Wade, 
LTD, our England Tour Operator, and from General's 
Doolitle, LeMay and Lt. Gen. James E. Hill, present 
Commander of the Eighth Air Force, Headquartered at 
Barksdale AFB, La. Awards for meritorious service 
were given to the personnel from Nellis AFB, Frank 
B. Walls, Charles Smith, Arkey Huber and his daugh
ter, Vicki, and John Ford. The new trip itinerary 
for our trip to England in 1978 was discussed and 
approximately 136 persons signified their intent to 
make the trip. New officers were elected for the 
next two years. John C. Ford, President; Joseph 
S. Schneider, Vice-President, Earl L. Cole, Secre
tary, and John F. Pettenger, Treasurer. Following 
an acceptance speech. Ford presented the out-going 
President, Dr Vincent W. Masters, with the Borough 
of St. Edmundsbury plaque which had been presented 
to the 385th group that travelled to England in 
September 1976. The Lord Mayor of Bury St. Edmunds, 
Councillor Stephen Davies, presented the plaque.
Dr. Masters presented each of his fellow officers 
with a sterling silver B-17 tie tack in appreciation 
of their assistance during his term of office. The 
membership voted for Kansas City, Mo., for the 1979 
Reunion and the Host for this event is Larry Russell 
of Kansas City. The time for the reunion was kept 
open. The Sixth Reunion was then adjourned. . . . . . . .MISSION 94............
As part of the overture to "Overlord" - the invasion 
of Europe - Allied strategists sought maximum des
truction of the enemy's communications systems. 
Described as a railway "nerve centre", the marshal
ling yards at Hamm, Germany, were an obvious target 
and 21 aircraft left Great Ashfield during the very

late afternoon of 22 April 1944. Four formations 
of three Groups were required from the 3rd Air 
Division and the 385th flew with the 388th Com
posite and the 100th Bomb Groups, comprising the 
13th "B" Wing. Departing the English coast at 
1750, the course went almost straight across the 
North Sea to landfall at Egmond Aan Zee at 1818 
hour. They dipped southeast across the Zuider 
Zee to a point near Elburg and then dog-legged to 
Hamm. Two 385th ships went down that day, but so 
far, the fate of only one is known to the author. 
The B-17's and their crews were:

42- 37993 (or998) 42-38200
PLT 2LT John McDevitt 1LT Cleatis Cornwel1
C/P 2LT Howard B . Olafin 2LT Marion L. Cook
NAV 2LT Chas. A. Nickles s 2LT Ray F. Hitzel
BMB 2LT Lawrence D . W i c k 1 e r
CTG SSG Delbert R. Dimig
TTG SSG Edward F . Dane TSG John R. Kennedy
R0G SGT Lawrence A. Foss Jr TSG Wheeler V. Urban
BTG SGT Kenneth Walker SGT Francis S. Diemer
TG SGT George S . Moss SSG Irvin M . Jenzen
LWG SGT Dominic Montagna SSG Robert G. Peel
RWG SGT Phillip T. Gregory SSG George J. Bartel 1
Whether the McDevitt crew fell to flak or fighter
is unknown to me but Cornwell's ship was definite
ly a fighter victim and went down near Werl. Taking 
advantage of a gap in the 359th Fighter Group's 
cover, FW 190's of JG1 cut into the 13th Wing, mak
ing several passes before the East Wretham P-47's 
caught up with them. For Cornwell's crew it was 
too late. Hit by 20mm and machine gun fire, their 
B-17 slid out of the formation with her starboard 
wing on fire and her crewmen bailing out. On board, 
gunner Bob Peel was wounded, suffering from a con
cussion and from anoxia. Having jettisoned the 
hatch cover and clipped on his chute, Bob irration
ally went to the tail guns and began firing at the 
avaricious attackers still clawing at their victim. 
It wasn't heroics: lack of oxygen induced a form 
of inebriation, so the gunner didn't sit, as heros 
are supposed, and hack his enemy from the sky with 
withering return fire from his doomed Fortress. In
stead, a drunken spray of fifties issued forth and, 
although told later that he had hit some fighters, 
he doubts if his enemy was scathed. For a few min
utes, this one-sided affair continued; then the B-17 
exploded. Bob's escort must have been angelic, for 
not only did his parachute open, but providence de
posited the unconscious airman into the courtyard 
of the Mieningen Hospital in Werl. Cornwell's B-17 
was shot down on the bombing run. Records show that 
20 385th aircraft dropped bombs on the target, so 
McDevitt's aircraft must have fa lien later. However, 
I make the point that this article is constructed 
from present evidence and I would welcome further 
information from other participants in Mission 94. 
Return to base was uneventful for the 385th but in
truders attacked Second Air Division B-24's, des
troying 15. One German aircraft is reported to have 
swept low over Great Ashfield after Liberators in 
the area and confirmation of this would be welcome. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - By Ian McLachlan -
CARRYING FRIENDSHIP...........
Just before going to press, the news reached us 
that Peggy and Charles Smith of Atlanta, Georgia, 
have been selected to take part in Georgia's own 
"Friendship Group". They will be flying from At
lanta to Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, Northumberland, Eng
land, departing on 4 July 1977. They will be host
ed in the homes of participating "Geordies". In 
the meantime, another aircraft from Newcastle will 
be arriving in Atlanta, where the visiting "Geor
dies" will be welcomed into the homes of partici
pating Georgians. This is a great and friendly 
program and its originators are to be congratula
ted. They are a hardy lot - the Geordies - and 
will bring great warmth to Georgia from Newcastle.
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was dedicated in 1945. This flag was replaced by a 
hand made 48 star flag during the 385th BGRA Memor
ial Trip to England in September 1976. The original 
silk flag is now in the Duxford 8th Air Force mu
seum in England, after having been continuously 
exposed in the Church for 31 years.

What memories these photographs have invoked in me 
are difficult for me to describe. How I wish I had 
these photographs when I was preparing the Reunion 
Booklet! For those who did not attend the Reunion, 
let me state that T/Sgt Charlton K. Browning died 
in November 1974, after a long fight with cancer.
A copy of the Booklet was sent to Mr. John Ellis, 
Churchwarden, All Saints Church in Great Ashfield, 
and upon returning from the Reunion, a letter from 
Mr. Ellis was awaiting. Following are a few ex
tracts from that letter of 23 April 1977: "I must 
thank you for the book, which arrived yesterday, 
and I must tell you how impressed I was with your 
effort. It must have been a daunting task to write 
the history of a distant place, without the bene
fit of being able to consult with local people and 
with the Records Offices. I must congratulate you 
on the results of your efforts, and say that many 
a local historian, writing on the spot, have not 
done half as well with his village history. I was 
also tremendously interested in your story of Station 
155. We, of course, were not here during the war, 
so knew little of what went on at the airfield 
which was so near our home, and to have some first 
hand information made fascinating reading. I am 
sure that, if you have any spare copies to send to 
us in Great Ashfield, I will have no trouble in 
finding buyers. Since your visit of last year 
there has been a great revival of interest in the 
village of the American "occupation" during the 
war years". End of extract. The books are on their 
way to Great Ashfield. These books are available 
for sale, and all proceeds, after printing expenses, 
will go into our All Saints Memorial Maintenance 
Fund. The price is $1.50 plus mailing - 244 for 
Third Class and 364 for First Class. Included with 
the booklet is the original pamphlet printed in 
1945 for the dedication. This is one mission we 
hope will have the voluntary support of all members. 
Checks can be made payable to "385th BGRA" and 
mailed to 7204 Easy Street, Camp Springs, MD, 20031.
MISSION L ISTING
A new Mission Pamphlet has been published in a 4"
X 5" format. This pamphlet corrects many mistakes 
that were not apparent at the time the original 
history was printed. As an example, there have been 
two crews added to the list of losses, and all "Spam 
Can" missions for May 45 are added. Price is 504.

EDITOR'S CORNER
In preparation for the Reunion in April, your Editor 
prepared and published a booklet dealing with the 
history of Great Ashfield Village and Station 155. It 
was dedicated to the 385th aerial photographers, but 
more specifically to two whom I had known and treasur
ed as friends - Frank Creegan and Charlton K. Brown
ing. Since the publication of that booklet, the two 
photographs below, have been sent to me by Brownie's 
wife, Dorothy. They have struck me as two of the 
most dramatic photographs that I have ever seen of 
any member of the 385th. The were taken in 1973, 
the year before Brownie's death. The haunting memory

of long lost comrades is mirrored in his face as he 
kneels in prayer at the 385th Memorial Stone in the 
churchyard of All Saints Church. Brownie had gone 
down in combat with Lt. Bell's crew, on the mission 
to Marienburg on 26 October 1943. Thus, he was not 
present at Station 155 on 30 Mav 194a when Colonel

Elliott Vandevanter Jr., our Commanding Officer, un
veiled the Memorial at Station 155. This photograph 
of Colonel Van was presented to me by Frank G. Jacob, 
of Houston,Texas, and a former fellow member of the 
550th Bomb Squadron. But back to the second photo
graph of Brownie, which was taken inside the church 
at the 385th's Memorial Altar. It is evident from 
the fact that Brownie is holding one of the "BOOKS 
OF REMEMBRANCE" that either Miss Pullen or Mrs.
Tyrell was present, for these lovely ladies have been 
the keepers of the keys to the cover of these books 
for many years, and visitors to the church must have 
met one or the other. In this photograph. Brownie 
is standing directly under the pure silk flag that 
was presented to the Church at the time the Memorial
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BERT SANDWELL__________________
In late January, your Editor wrote to Stewart Evans 
in Bury St. Edmunds, seeking assistance in securing 
a few specific photographs of All Saints Church and 
Great Ashfield village. The photographs were to be 
used in the Reunion Booklet which had as its theme, 
the history of the church and village. The photos 
in the booklet were made by A. "Bert" Sandwell, a 
close friend of Stewart's. Below is Bert, himself:

Bert Sandwell - Sense of humor and all heart!
Bert's only previous contact with Americans occurred 
during World War II, when he was a crew member of a 
Royal Navy submarine. Limping back into port when 
the diving planes malfunctioned, the crew looked up 
and started to wave at an American PBY flying over
head. About that time, it started to drop bombs and 
depth charges and Bert recalls "it was the only time 
in my life that I ever saw Royal Navy officers who 
shouted and made obscene gestures at the same time. 
His photographic training was started in available 
light photography about a blacked out submerged sub. 
He claimed finest blacked out photo taken during the 
war. A graduate of Eating, Bert had to decide on 
using the conventional "Watch the birdie", or the 
more sophisticated "Please put your pretty peepers 
on the purple parrot!" His intellect overwhelmed 
his common sense, so Bert opted for the parrot and 
quickly geared his equipment to the pursuit of his 
hobby. I hope you now realize this is all a spoof! 
All those medals, with the exception of the bottom 
one, were earned by Bert during his service. The one 
at the bottom is the Church of England's Womens 
Christian Temperance Union Medal - one for which our 
friend Bert is not qualified. Bert not only sent the 
beautiful pictures - he also sent the negatives. He 
would not accept any pay for his work. Isn't that 
some way to repay fellowmen of the Americans who 
tried to give Bert and his crew "the big drink" dur
ing WW II? Bert is a collector of Police shoulder 
patches. How about it? Gather up some state, county 
city, and sheriff badges and send them to your Edi
tor. They will be mailed to Bert via Stewart Evans. 
Don't forget to attach your name to the patches!
ANNIE’S  BACK HOME!
Anne Hayward Gordon is back at her home, "The Sewall 
House", Nettlebed, Oxfordshire, England, and has 
just written to let us know that she has two double 
bedrooms that she is renting out - to 385th members 
for a few days or weeks. Her home is 4*s miles from 
Henley-on-Thames, 20 miles from Oxford, and thirty 
minutes by railway to London. In this year of solid 
hotel bookings in England, here is a chance to live 
in an English home with a wonderful English lady. 
Annie will also act as a guide for 385th members in 
Oxford, and that's the chance of a lifetime.

ENGLAND,  MATE,  IN  ’78 ......... ...............
The 1978 trip to England for the 385th BGRA will be 
an 18 day trip. Days 1 and 18 will be used up flying 
to and from England. Days 2 thru 8 will be program
med for the Ipswitch, Stowmarket, Bury St. Edmunds 
and Cambridge areas, with a full and festive day at 
Great Ashfield. There will be plenty of vehicles 
available to visit all parts of the old field, plus 
old favorite locals and friends. There will be time 
and places for brass rubbings, optional tours, a 
Civic Luncheon with the Mayors and other dignitaries 
plus a Dinner Dance with members of FO.TE and their 
wives. Two periods have been suggested; the last 
ten days in May and the first 8 days in June; or, 
the last two weeks in August and the first days of 
September. Most members at the reunion seemed to 
think "Ah, to be in England, now that Spring is here 
Days 16 and 17 will be spent in London, regardless 
of the optional trip you select. Following are the 
Optional Trips:
OPTION #1. DAYS 9 THRU 15-AMSTERDAM-BRUSSELS - PARIS
Leave Felixstowe on the Townsend-Thoresen ferry to 
Zeebrugge, Belgium, thence north to Amsterdam. Time 
will be available for canal cruises, shopping, see
ing clogs being made, and for some night life. Then 
on to Brussels for a free afternoon, evening and 
morning. Then on to Paris! A guided tour of Paris 
plus free time. Optional coach tour to Versailles 
will be available. Ferry will be from Calais to 
Dover.
OPTION #2. DAYS 9 THRU 15-GREAT BRITAIN TOUR.
Coach tour through York, Edinburgh, the Lake Dis
trict, Staffordshire (and a visit to the Wedgewood 
Pottery), and then on to Stratford-Upon-Avon. On 
Day 15, it will be a morning drive to Windsor Cas
tle (in time for the Changing of the Guard), and 
then on to London, arriving in the early afternoon.
OPTION #3. DAYS 9 THRU 15-COPENHAGEN - HAMBURG
Morning drive to Harwich to connect with the after
noon and overnight ferry to Hamburg, Germany. The 
ferry is equipped with shops, disco's, bars, etc. 
Morning arrival in Germany and drive north to Cop
enhagen, Denmark, stopping at Odense for lunch and 
a visit to Hans Christian Anderson's Museum. Late 
afternoon arrival in Copenhagen. A morning guided 
tour of the city, including a visit to the little 
mermaid, and a night visit to Tivoli Gardens. All 
other time is free, unless you want an optional 
tour to Hamlet's Castle and the Carlsberg Brewery. 
Then back to Hamburg. Afternoon, evening and fol
lowing morning are free, but an optional "Nite- 
Life" tour is available. Hamburg boasts the wild
est night life in Europe. Again, an afternoon and 
overnight ferry will return you to Harwich for 
the coach trip back to London.
OPTION #4. DAYS 9 THRU 15-LUXEMBURG-C0L0GNE-BONN■
The Rhine, the wine, and Thou! The beauty of the 
countryside ahd the busy Rhine, lined with Castles 
and wine gardens. Beautiful architecture and the new Germany. 45 persons minimum on optional tours.
OPTION #5. DAYS 9 THRU 15- "DO YOUR OWN THING"
No arrangements for group hotel. Advice and/or in
dividual bookings and reservations will be made, 
plus itinerary suggestions. Hire a car, bed and 
breakfast around the country, or stay with English 
friends.
The Tour Operator will be David Wade, Ltd. Dave, 
Keith, Albert, etc., will be on hand to travel with 
us. Send your Editor a postcard with number to tra
vel and options choices. Pricing and complete itin
erary being completed. Only 180 can go! If you're 
smart, you won't wait; get on the airplane for "78!
A THOUGHT: THE USAF IS CERTAINLY IN GOOD HANDS!
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"Haybag Annie" bites the mud - 105 + 5 missions

ANNiE’S  SWAN SONG. . . .
When that silvery, Boeing-built B17G, serial num
ber 42-97280, landed at Great Ashfield and taxied 
to hardstand 20- beside the Aircraft Maintenance 
Hut of the 550th Bomb Squadron- painted on its 
right nose was the name "Haybag". The plane was 
turned over to the care of MSgt Ed Hallisey, of 
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania, and his crew. Among that 
ground crew was a witty newspaperman from Pitts
burgh, Pa., Sgt. Robert I. Means. No individual 
can be named, but the crew came up with the idea 
of printing "Annie" under the "Haybag". It can be 
seen in the photo above that two painters did the 
lettering. It was after this that Annie Hayward, 
our English artist and Red Cross worker, was kid
ded into painting her own portrait on the plane. 
Years later Annie was to tell us that she knew 
she was having her leg pulled, but it brought 
many a laugh during those years, and the men most 
certainly needed a laugh in those days. Well, 105 
combat missions without an abort later, plus those 
5 "Spam" (Food) Missions to Holland, "Haybag Annie" 
was readied for the trip home to the USA. Her 1400 
flying hours had been rough ones - and also lucky 
ones. Sgt. Hallisey is not quite sure, but he thinks 
Lt. Robert G. Gunn's crew flew her on her 100th mis
sion, and Gunn was at the controls when she took off 
for the first leg of the journey home. But let one of 
"Haybag Annie"'s passengers take over. Robert E. Lee 
of Cocoa, Florida, writes: "We took off at 1530 hour 
on 19 June 1945 from Station 155. We arrived at 
Bradley Field, Conn., at 1330 hour, 13 July 1945. 
That flight home was quite an experience...and for 
some of us. at least, probably the most hazardous 
one we had! When we touched down at Valley, Wales, 
at 1739 hour - the first time we got there - Dick 
Ettling checked the brakes, then let her roll down 
the landing strip. Planes were landing pretty close 
behind each other at the time. When we were well 
down the strip, brakes were applied, and there were 
no brakes. We veered right, then left, on down the 
strip, off the end, through a ditch, over a dirt re
vetment which was there for the purpose of holding 
back the Irish Sea, but this time served instead to 
hold "Haybag Annie" out of the Sea. We knocked one 
wheel off, and the other went up into the wheel well 
as we continued to skid for some distance. CW0 Nu
gent Thompson yelled "Let's get the hell outta here" 
and proceeded to do just that! He had plenty of fol
lowers, but none quite so fast. Anyway, except for 
some minor bruises and a few wrenched muscles, no 
one was hurt. That proved to be "Haybag Annie"s last 
mission, but it was certainly not the last of our 
adventures! We stayed at Valley for nine days while 
Headquarters decided what to do with us. We played 
Hearts until old buddies began to hate each other! 
That dirty Queen! We got so tired of the long chow 
lines that we took to meeting every homeward bound 
aircraft arriving at Valley, and scrounging each 
crew for K-Rations. Not only was it less trouble, 
but the food was better than any that was served in

Heart Sick Crew Chief, 
MSgt Edward W. Hallisey.

Coat over his shoulder, 
Sgt Robert I. Means.

that Mess! We also spent a lot of time at the Red 
Cross, eating and feeding doughnuts to the seagulls.
I wonder how many remember Yehudi? He was a real vet
eran of the GI Donut Feeding Circle. If you threw a 
piece of doughnut up in the air and Yehudi made a 
pass at it and missed, which he seldom did, he calmly 
and coolly circled and came back for the next toss. 
Meanwhile, the smaller gulls would be frantically 
scrapping for the missed piece on the ground, leaving 
Yehudi free of airborne competition. Headquarters 
finally sent us back to Great Ashfield to get another 
plane. This was one that had been downed in France 
and was returned to England after hostilities. It had 
been reconditioned and checked out, so we departed 
Station 155 at 1550 hour on 8 July, arriving at 
Valley at 1730 hour after an uneventful flight, with 
the exception of intermittent malfunctioning of the 
Comm equipment. On 9 July at 1240 hour, we departed 
Valley for Meeks Field, Iceland. At Meeks, the mal
functioning Comm gear was supposedly repaired and 
we took off or Goosebay. As you can guess, the radio 
navigational equipment was on the fritz, we missed 
our expected arrival point at the coast, then, with 
darkness settling in, we began the longest leg of 
any flight I have ever been on! We would get very 
faint, very intermittent contact..."Are you lost.
are you lost?".... and we didn't even know if they
heard our resounding "YES", in response. Well, to 
cut a long story down, we finally found our destina
tion, and through broken cloud cover, we came on in". 
End of Bob Lee's story! The passenger list for 
"Haybag Annie" was as follows:

P
CP

HumphreyJr N 
Walker Jr CTG

Lt Robert G. Gunn 
Lt Richard 0. Ettling 
Lt Arthur F.
Sgt Arnold L 
Sgt Norman 0. Krone 
Sgt Keith D. Stokes 
Sgt Charles J. Kaplin. 
Sgt Albert J. Casini 
Sgt Michael S. Elliott 
TSG Frank G.. Jacob

MSG Edward W. Hallisey 
Sgt Robert I. Means
Cpl John J. 
CPT Fred H.

Rodovicz 
Schott

TTG
R0G
BTG
TG
WG

CPT William A. Dery Jr 
1LT Carl R. Eyman 
CW0 Nugent J. Thompson 
1LT Norman L. Glass 
2LT Robert E. Lee 
SSG Geo. T. Whitfield

(Small photos courtesy of Frank Jacob)
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FRIENDS OF THE EIGHTH
Dedicated to the memory of the U S. 8th Army Air Force

Stewar t  P .  Evans. . . .

Constable Stewart P. Evans ready for patrol duty.

One often hears the expression, "That guy wears two 
hats"! But if one were to tell you just that about 
Constable Stewart P. Evans, he would be speaking 
quite literally. Most of his waking hours off duty 
are spent in researching a book where things hap
pened before he was born. He is married, 28 years 
old, and the father of a boy and a girl, indicat
ing that he likes things in balance. He has been a 
member of the Suffolk Constabulary for eight years. 
His primary hobby is researching aircraft accidents 
and war losses to the enemy. Perhaps it all began 
back in the mid 1950's when he moved to Suffolk 
from Weymouth.A1though just a youngster, he became 
totally fascinated by the desolation of the many 
derelict airfields scattered around rural Suffolk.
He had heard that many Americans had lived on the 
fields with their B-17's, B-24's, P-47's, P-51's, 
etc., but that had been 10 years ago - almost twice 
his age!. He moved back to Weymouth on the south 
coast, but in the 60's, he moved back to Ipswitch. 
Here, his interest in the 8th Air Force was fired 
by his stepfather, Ron Buxton, an accomplished eng
ineer who many of our members met on our trip to 
England. You name the aircraft item, and I believe 
that Ron has at least reconditioned one. Ron has a 
vivid memory of the 8th AF activities around the 
Suffolk area. Ron really "turned him on", and in 
1969, Stewart began his first dig for a crashed 
aircraft. It was a B-24. Fourteen weeks later, the 
watery cocoon yeilded many intact parts, including 
the best parts of two engines, flying jackets, and 
a navigators brief case. On this dig, Stewart met 
Ian McLachlan, and shortly after, he met Roger Free
man, whose book "The Mighty Eighth", was soon to be 
published and bring him international fame for his 
many years of researching the history of the Eighth 
Air Force. His special interest in the 385th was 
deepened when he assisted Ian McLachlan in the Reed 
ham Marshes at the site of the crash of the aircraft|B 
involving Captain Hutchinson and Lt. Peases's crews. 
Stewart quickly points out that credit for the re
search on this accident belongs to Ian McLachlan. 
Stewart attracted international attention in Novem
ber 1972, when after searching through maps and re
search material, Stewart and his group found many 
fragments of the PBY4 believed to be the one flown 
by Joseph Kennedy Jr. The fragments had been spread 
over a section of a Suffolk woods. Stewart's work 
resulted in a letter from Senator Edward M. Kennedy 
an appearance on CBS News, and long distance calls 
from news media outlets across the USA. The U.S.
Navy sent its complete reports on the Kennedy acci
dent to Stewart, and he was able to study the re

ports, setting up a project that he hopes will event
ually permit him to write a definitive account of 
what actually transpired that day of 12 August 1944. 
Ron Buxton was just a slip of a lad in World War II 
and his memory goes back to November 17, 1940, when 
he told Stewart about seeing a Hawker Hurricane I 
fighter plummet to the earth near his home in Ipswich. 
He also saw the English pilot descending in a para
chute. He marked that spot in his memory. 29 years 
later, Ron uncovered the Merlin engine and discovered 
the Hurricane had been flown by the Austrian ace 
Count Manfred Beckett Czrnin, and he had been shot 
down by the legendary Luftwaffe Major Adolf Galland. 
Ron sent photos of the engine to Galland, who in turn, 
rewarded Ron with a personal account of the action 
that took place over Suffolk those many years ago. 
Stewart and his stepfather have a great bond through 
their hobby, and it is Ron's fondest dream to be able 
to start a Museum in and around Ipswitch. In 1976, 
when the 385th decided to go for the trip to England, 
Stewart was one of the first to volunteer his personal 
effort to assist Ian McLachlan, who was appointed as 
the liaison officer between FOTE and the Association. 
Since that time Stewart has performed many services 
for us. He was also responsible for securing Bert 
Sandwell to take the photographs of Great Ashfield 
that have been used in the Reunion Booklet. As Editor, 
I am extremely happy that our members voted Stewart 
P. Evans an Honorary Membership in our Association on 
Sunday, 24 April 1977, during the business meeting of 
the Sixth Reunion. He's a real digger, that fellow!

The other hat USAAF Officers and a real A-2 Jacket
Stewart, along with Charles Gallagher, Chris and Steve 
Gotts. were co-founders of the "Friends of the Eighth".
Steve  Got ts  Wr i tes . . . .
110 members of FOTE attended the last meeting at the 
Angel Hotel in Bury St. Edmunds, on Saturday, November 
6, 1976. For the first time, the rostrum had a 48 star 
authentic Stars and Stripes as a backdrop. This parti
cular example of Old Glory came from the U.S. Air 
Force Academy, and was presented to FOTE by the 385th 
Bomb Group Reunion Association, during their September 
'76 visit to England. The meeting opened with a News 
Review which illustrated the main events of the 8th AF 
Historical Society's Reunion, and that of the 385th 
GRA. This presentation of coloured slides and movie 

film also included extracts from speeches recorded at 
the Cambridgeshire Hotel. It was an eye-opener for 
those who had been unable to participate in the two 
reunion activities. An old 385th friend, Mick Gibson, 
presented a recap of 8th AF activities in Northampton
shire, involving the 305th, 306th, 384th and 405th 
B.G's, plus the 20th FG. It was an outstanding pre
sentation! With the kind permission and cooperation 
of the hospital where he is receiving treatment, Ian 
Hawkins, joined the FOTE members for this meeting.
He was given a standing ovation by the members and 
enjoyed himself immensely. (Editor's Note: Ian is 
now writing to me left handed. Write him at Adden- 
brooks Hosp. Rehab Center, Cambridge, Cambs., Eng.)
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A D D R E S S  C O R R E C T I O N  R E Q U E S T E D
Koscinski, Joseph B. 
2514 Sunset Drive 
Beloit, WI 53511
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