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LAS VEG AS, NVN 22-24 A PR I L 1977
That's right! From 22-24 April Ig77, members of the
385th BGRA wi I I get 'together i n Las Vegas, NV, at the
beaut'i f ul Al addi n Hote'l , i n the heart of the mai n stri
across the street from the Dunes Hotel and Ceasars pal
ace. The hotel has been compl ete'ly redes'igned and re-
built 'i n the past few years and is second to none in
i ts f i ne appoi ntments. The sumptuous decorat.ions i n th
rooms , befi ts the "Arabj an Ni ghts " . Games of al l des-
cript'ions and a beautiful olympic-sized pool are avail
abl e for your enjoyment. 0ur Las Vegas Host, Arkey
Huber, has come up with a planned travei package that
i s i mposs i bl e to top. The Travel Agency brochrire .is

inclosed with this newsletter and you w'ill find jt is
a well planned ESCAPE. Everything is included .i n the
fee, wi th the excepti on of Fri day and Saturday's I unch
and Saturday's breakfast. The Group's Regi stration fee
is al so in the package. The package al so wjl I provide
members w j th the opportuni ty to book ITX or Group a.i r
f ares to Las Vegas - thereby sav'i ng a considerabl e sum
over regul ar ai rfares. Such booki ngs do requi re advanc
reservations under C.A.B. rules, so book early and sav
The land and air packages can be charged to your major
credit cards. Meeting rooms wil I be ava'ilabl e for our
unjt displays and photographs. There will be movies
of the tri p to Engl and and sl ide projectors wi I I be
available for those wishing to show theirindividual
tal ents as photographers. Don't del ay - sign up today
Go }lest, youn.g man, where women are whee.l er-dealers!

GREETINGS
Season's Greetings are belated'ly extended to all our members and families.
This issue of NEl,lSLETTER was delayed for two very good reasons. First, it
enabled our Las Vegas Host, Arkey Huber, to f inal jze plans for the Sixth
Reunion of the Bomb Group. Second, it took some of the burden off the
Postal Service bulk mai'ling system at a time it was most needed - Durino
the Christmas Season and the United Parcel Service strike. Both results
were achieved. Arkey Huber did a great job, as djd the Postal Services,
who worked long and hard to make Christmas a llerry Tjme for mill jons of
Americans at home and overseas. Your Association 0ff'l'cers extend their
wishes for a Happy New Year, and as Editor, I wish to thank everyone for
the great number of greeting cards received from stateside and England.
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1977 DU ES
Membership fees of $5.00 are now due
and payable for the year of I977. If
you wi sh to make a donat'ion (tax de-
iuctibl e) iust increase the amount of
your check and everything over $5.00
wi I I be credi ted as a contri bution.
Pl ease make al I checks payabl e to the
385th BGRA and mail them to our Trea-
surer, John F. Pettenger, dt I2l Home

Park Road, Venjce, Florjda,33595. If
your dues are paid'as soon as possi-
bl e, 'it wi I I reI i eve the pressure 0n
our Treasury. We closed out the year
of 1976 with a balance of $S+.AO and
an i nterest free I oan of $400.00 from
your Edi tor. 0ur greatest Probl em,
and i t i s not uni que to organi zations
such as ours, is that onlY about 34%
of our mailing list membership havg
paid their dues or made any contribu-
tions to the Association. In our fi rst
year as a Non-Profi t 0rgani zation, we

have certainly proved our abil'ity to
operate successful 1y i n that sphere.
I^JON"T YOU DO YOUR PART AND ANTE UP

YOUR DUES FOR 1,977 ? l^lE NEED YOU AND

SEEK YOUR ALL OUT SUPPORT.......

1OO MISSION B-17's.
Your Edi tor has been requested to seek
all the'information available to our
members concerni ng B- 17 a j rcraft of
the 385th Bomb Group that successful ly
completed 100 or more missions during
World War II. The information is de-
s j red i n the fo1 1 owi ng format: ( 1 )

The ai rcraft's name and serjal number;
(2) The squadron to whi ch a!s i gned
and the crew chief's name; (3) l,lhether
the aircraft ever aborted a mission in
the 100 or more mi ssions fl own; (a)
l\lame of the p'i1 ot f 'lyi ng the a'ircraf t
on i ts 100th m j ss'ion; and (5) The out-
standi ng experi ence that occurred dur-
the a'i rcraf t's war time servi ces. If
possibl e, pl ease gather as much infor-
mation as poss'ible and mail it to the
Editor. The'informat'ion js being used
'in a new book about "100 M'i ssion B-17
Ai rcraft" that operated i n the Euro-
pean Theatre of 0perat'ions. What other

wi th " Rum Dum" ,385th ai rcraft bel ong wi th " Rum Dum" ,

" Havbaq Anni e" . and " Stork Cl ub" ? Get" Haybag Anni e" , and
out the pen and paper, especi a1 1y Sam

Mooney, Forrest Keen, and Ed Ha'l 1 i sey.
And whil e I possess good photographs
of "Rum Dum", others are needed of
"Haybag Ann'ie" and "Stork Club".

THE PREZ's LADY.....
To the Ladi es of the 385th BGRA:

Happy new Year I977. More and more
our joyfu1 experiences become our J
fond memories. 0ur Reunion triP to
Great Ashfield (and I say "our" as a

true 385th'er) has kj ndl e d the fl ame
of warti me epi sodes , PdSs i ons and
memorials. And is it my imaginat'ion,
or are those adventuresome stories
toI d me becom'ing more vi vi d. . . . and
exaggerated. . .wi th each te1 1 i ng? How-
ever, they all fascinate me, and I
could l'i sten forever.
I know you all join me in the tremend-
ous pride and hum'ility which was so
heartfelt at the American Memorial
Cemetery i n Cambri dge. How proud we

are of our men ! In return for such
a marvelously memorable trip to Eng-
land, and for sharing their Reunion
with usr I would like to propose that
we "aid and abet" our men at the Las
Vegas Reunion.
As the Prez's Mrs., I am honored to
chai r the Auxi I i ary of the 385th
Bombardment Group Reunion Association.
However, as a novice 385thess -"Hel p! "
Pl ease be generous wi th your suggest-
ions, tal ents and body and soul , as
well. What would you like at the Las
Vegas Reuni on, and what are you wi I l -
i ng to do to make the Reun'ion a suc-
cess? l,le need organi zers, reception-
ists, projectionists, tYPists' and
smi f ing f aces w j'l 1 i ng to he1p. There
must be a few frus trated thesPi ans
among you. . . . . how about sorne ski ts?
Pl ease vol unteer.
Get i n touch wi th me P. D.Q. at 389
Westv'iew Drive, Athens, Georgid,
30601. The telephone number is (404)
546-1324. The women behind the men

will make Vegas the greatest!

S'i ncerely yoursr
(signed)
Judy Masters

GROU P H ISTORY.
Reproduction of the 385th Bombardment
Group (H) has been completed and the
books will be mailed out w'ithin ten
days to those who have Paid !h. full
prlce of $20.00. 0thers wishing a copy
inuy send $20.00 per coP.y-to iohn F'
peitenger, Treasurer! 385th BGRA.
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Newsletter
Issue

N EWS FOR U
The 385th BG Reunion Associ ation paid
their first visit to th'is country 6-11
September, 185 members part'icipating.
Hi gh1 i ghts were: 7 September memori al
servi ce at Great As hf i el d Church, and
presentation of repl acement memorial
flag and upkeep donation; vjsjt to
thei r ol d base, where the superbly re-
stored veh i cl es owned by Roy Baker
were us ed as transport on the aj rfi el d;
TV coverage of the service & visit was
provided by BBC and ITV; Civic lunch-
eon at the Ipswi ch Conn Exchange. 8

September, Banquet at the Cambri dge-
h'i re Hotel , where 36 members of F0TE

'-"iere gues ts ; presentati on to F0TE by
John Ford of ori gi na1 memorial f1 ag
f or i ncl usion 'i n the Bth Ai r Force Col -
lection, and U.S. flag formerly used at
Ai r Fo rce Ac ademy; s pec i a'l exh'i b i ti o n

of 385th BG relics was erected by Ian
and Jul j e McLachl an and Steve Gotts;
Steve al so presented hi s sl i de show of
"Memories of the Eighth". 9 September,
speci a1 memorj al servi ce at Madi ngly
and a wreath 1 ayi ng. The Group then
broke up on individual tours. The Bth
AF H'i storical Society Reunion took pl=
ace 13- 18 September. 0utstandi ng hi gh-
1 i ghts were: Arrj val London 13 Sep. and
opening Banguet; L4 Sept. London City
Tour - i n spi te of weather ! 15 Sept.
Groups visited Divisional areas and met
F0TE personnel who bri efed them for
a'i rfield trips;16 Sept. Visits to old
a j rf i el ds ; 'in Cambridge area, 145 peo-
ple v'isited 17 stations, around Norw'ich
l?2 vi si ted 18 stat'ions and around Ip-
sw'i ch , 84 vi s'i ted 19 sta ti ons , a total
of 351 peopl e and 54 bases. - something
f a record!! 17 Sept. Tour of Duxford

-airf ield and aircraf I col lect'ion and
inauquration of Bth AF l'4emorial Col I ec-

Friends of the Eiohth
November t\la

tjon; superb buffet/reception arranged
by Duxfi el d Ai r Stati on members and
the Imperi a1 War Museum personnel ; tre-
mendous flyi ng di spl ay by Captai n Don
Bullock in B-17G,44-85784, which he
handl ed I i ke a fi ghter - greatl y appre-
c'iated b.y all present! Evening Banquet
at th e Cambri dges h i re Ho tel . 1B Sept .

Special memorjal servjce at Madingly;
wreaths I ajd on behal f of the Bth AFHS,
4528G,4578G, & 401 BG Historical Soc-'iety; Civjc Reception by Mayor and
Counc i I of Cambr"idge ; Gl enn Mi I 'l er Mem-
ori al Concert j n Gui I dhal I gi ven by
M'il I i on Ai rs orchestra wi th guest s i ng-
er Eve Boswell and compere Alan Dell.
**The 8th AFHS held a highly successful
States'ide Reuni on 15- 17 0ctober at
Dayton,0hio. Almost 900 members were
preSent for the Reunion Banquet, and
g1 owi ng trj butes were pai d to F0TE for
thei r hosp j tal'i ty duri ng the Eng'land
Reunjon. EAFHS membership almost 1400.
1977 England Reunion planned - deta'i ls
wi I I be publ i shed by Bth AFHS I ater.

**************
N0TE: Photographs of B- 17G, SN 44-BS7g4
"!ul.l.y B'' are publ ished on another page
of thjs 'i ssue, courtesy of Steve Gotta,
Cambridge, Engl and.

**************

FRIENDS OF THE EIGHTH
Dedicated to the memory of the U.S. 8th Army Air Force

FOTE STEPS IN THE
CLAY, MUCK,AND MIREI
( During our tt,ip t o EngT and in S ep t emb e r, ,
lJour Editoy, uas amazed at the time, per-
seDeranee, moneA, and aboue aLL, the
craftsmanship empLoyed in unearthi,ng
cvashed aireraft and y,eneatng items fot,
erhibiti,on at tLte neu Bth Ain lorce
Memori.aL Erhibition at Durford Air Sta-
tion, The follouing uas uz:itten bg f an
MeLaehlan, the 3B 5th BG chLef Ltistoy'ian
in the United Kingdom. Photography cre-
dt ts on the follouing pages go to Ian,
Steue Gotts and John Archey,. As a ty,i,bute
to the uoy,k of F)TE membez,s, each tssue
^f tt^""^1 ^"-aJ uur- lueubrottey, uilL deaL ulth some
erploration of Fote. The at,z,craft mau
be 385th BG, or aircraft from othez,
Gz,oups r.n England during World l^/az, f f )

( Con'td on Paqe 4 )
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F0TE STEPS. . . Con'td )

By Ian McLachl an
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tali thi n F0TE ex j sts a dedi cated group c

enthusiasts whose habits are al'ien ev(
to thei r fel I ow members and that ' con-
sidering we're all cranks, says a lotl
This sect can best be described as

aeronaut'i cal archaeologists - what el:
fits the pursuit of excavating ai rcral
John Ford "persuaded" me to submit sn-
pjts about our activjties so I'l'l opef
wi th what we've been uP to thi s Past
summer.
After preliminary research reveals tht
possibility of wreckage extant on a

s'ite, a di g i s organ j zed to retri eve
what we can for our collection of av'il
tion memorabi I i a and to offer to othet
i nterested museums. Hence, i n August
we organized recoverY operations or a

large sectjon of a 493rd BG B-24, wh'ir
I ay on wdstel and at Parkeston Quay ' .

Eslex. This aircraft "Lucy Quipment",
crashed on L7 July 1944, after return'
ing, damaged, from a miss'ion. Luck'i'11

Lt. Robert L. Milihollin and crew es-
caped w'i thout injury before thejr Lib
erator smacked j nto a 1 arge pool , onc
part of the River Stour, but n0w sepa
ated by a railway embankment. The bot

er dj s j ntegrated scatterj ng pi eces ov
a w'ide area and recovery crews took o

the more accessibl e parts, 1 eaving ma

1 arge pi eces where they had fal I en. D

jng the 1960's, a chem'ical plalt wal
Uuit t on the si te and some of "Lucy's
remai ns were buri ed i n the foundati on

leaving vjs'i ble only a large section
wi ng contaj nj ng the port undercarri ag

I eg and wheel - unrecognj zabl e to tra
vel I ers on the nearbY rai 1waY.
To remove thi s, we had to obtai n Per-
mi ss i on from the Bni ti sh Raj I way, and

af ter some negot j at'ion and sui tabl e j
surance arranged, c1 earance was gi ven

dur j ng August of th j s year. l,{'i th'i n a

days, a team of vol unteers t,las on the
scLne. Reach i ng the remai ns j nvol ved

wadi ng, wai st deep, across the smel I j

dirt'iest stretch of water:'imaginable,
but, unpreturbed, Ian Hawkins struggl
ihrough to attach the winch cable. An

chori ng our wi nch to another c0ntempo
ary pi ece, a r,^tartime anti -tank bl ock 

'
we ach'i eved the necessary bjte and, j

bv jnch, t.he m'ire released .i ts 32 i/ea
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FOTE STEPS.. . (Con' td). .

managable parts, but we faced a hefty
haul i ng job nonethel ess. Utj I i zi ng
part of the wing, we made a rough sle-.- dge and marked the shal I owest path
across the marsh, a ridge where s'ilt
had accumul ated. Deviation from thi s

route took one from 18 inches into
four feet of mud, and the only way our
sl edqe woul d remai n on the surface vlas

F)TE steps o

- for the man-
um on the ed
speed. If w

who fel I ri s

ing over him
ship! Fortun
mi shaps and
the traiier
Buxton's hom

stored to mu

ultimate'ly t
when it is e

recovered at

f stout-heaz,ted men. . . .. ,

husky team to gain moment-
ge and h'it the course at
e stopped, w€ sank. AnYone
ked his "friends" proceed-
. Such 'i s F0TE comra de-
ately there were no major
the heavy parts reached
for transportati on to Ron
e where they wjll be re-
ch of thei r former g'lorY,
o repose in our museum
stabl i shed. 0ther .items

this site are:

1 1pT^-D. )Amfta nq
- J. ta 2'tO

'Ccn'tC cn 0cqe 5)

YLak LteLmet and cLtute PuLL Y'inq

llaist doov'. . aome insignia sLroui,ng.

For weeks after "Lucy", tnte gathered at
a dry site on Manor Farm, Knoddishall
in Suffolk, the spot where B-17 43-
388431 of the 37gth BG crashed on 31

0ctober 1944. At 0855 hour that morn-
ing, the Forlress 1,\,as caught in a

Brjtish AA barrage against flYing
bombs " l-t " Cha rl es hJ. Goocii e and h'i s
crew bai I ed out before the bunni ng
bomber broke ',rp. 5everai hay stacks
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FOTE STEPS. .. . (Con'td). ..

were f I amed by fal'l i ng debri s and the
ai rcraft scorched a scar of mol ten
al umi ni um across a corn fi el d. Parts
were p'l oughed to the surf ace earl i er
th'i s year, but subsequent excavations
yei l ded I 'i ttl e worth retenti on. Thi s

is the chance we take!
Th'is art'icle will, I hope, indicate
the effort put i n by those i nvol ved
in this facet of FOTE. It's the least
t^te can do. 0ur exhibits will ensure
that the E'i ghth j s remembered by suc-
ceeding generations, who, l'i ke myself ,
can only imagine its magnificence'i n

:!:_ :1:1I-i:::t:9oit :-:t::-:i:l-i::i l1'
REEDHAM MARSHIII"..t

(SCENE OF H'UTCH]NSON - PEASE CRASH) )ne of fit,st ngLon chutes
to USAF Museum in Dauton.

made.
after

Giu en
TecoDeva,

AL that remained of Lt. Peagets B-L7
TLte cLue.. .a
oftA gen bottle

single geLLou
fLoati,ng in

uaLkaround
marsh pond. M i s c . . . . r . . , , . . r

John Anehez,,
among items

Pttnnntt .QttffnTL c*anr7cJ)urLgqJ 5 u@J J v wr\t o uqtLqo

1^^ 1^^^ ^^7".^^ed,tLv tLuo euuvqgc

TLte dtg begins. . a Long , Lt ard s earch .
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Burby, Harol d F.
801 N. Church Rd

Sterl i ng, VA , 22170

ame a or Address Changes..:
McGui re , Robert Q,

116 South tJest Gamble
Burleson, IX, 76028

Cal ace, Arthur J. Jr.
Rt 25A, RR #2, Box 5

Rocky Point, LI,
New York, 11778

Campbel I , Kenneth
3215 E. 0range Grove
Pasadena, CA, 91107

Cantrel l , Rex lnl .

216 Sommervil le Rd.
Santa Rosa, CA,95405

Ch i I d, James
|,.l.610 Cl evel and Ave.
Spokane, l/A, 99205

Corriveau, Alphonse J.
99 14aurice Street
Manchester,. NH, 03103

Crobaugh, George
22 Gibson Court
Tiffin, 0H, 44883

Farkas , Wi lI i am

5231 Anahurst
South Gate, CA, 90280

Fonf io Gnrnnn S

3500-9 l{. Manchester
ingl ewood, CA, 90305

l4onez, John Jr.
266 Dexter Street
Portsmouth, RI , 02871

Mortarelli, A.
1409 Cedar
Superi or, hlI , 54880

Morthorst, Harol d

811 0ld Farm Circle
Fort Wayne, IN, 46807

Mul l i n, John M.

Al addin Star Route
Col evi I I e, WA, 99114

Phel per, Ben
Box B

Hilltop Lakes, fX, 77871

Reed, George
823 N.l^l. 6th
Pendleton, 0R, 97801

Ro 1 go ne, Anthony S.
6 |nlood Lane
Va11ey Stream, NY, 11581

Stokes, David |,'l.

P.0. Box 155
Bainbridge, PA, 17502

Tedford, James
2BB Li nebrook Road
Ipswich, MA, 01938

l^laldrop, Donald
1213 Marrow Lane
Greenville, Yll , 37743

Hunter, l^lilliam M.

P.0. Box 4937
Carson, CA, 90745

McGarry, George J.
15 14eade Avenue
Passiac, NJ, 07055

of page 1o is the "Sa11y 8", as
s hown on the ri ght. Th'i s f lyab'l e

B-17G is maintained at Duxford
Ai rfi el d, s i te of the 8th AF Mem-

ori al Col I ecti on. Captai n Don

Bul I ock fl ew SN 44-85784 at the
openjng of the Collect'ion on 17

September t976. The a'i rcraft was
assigned to the 457th Bomb GrouP
at Gl atton duri ng ldt^l I I. If You
have the opportun'ity of visiting
Engl and i n the near future, a

tri p to Duxf ord shoul d be 'in or-
der. Duxford is iust a short
di stance from the Cambri dge Am-

erican Memorial CemeterY at Mad-
i ng'ly, Cambs . Several F0TE mem-

bers 'in th i s area have a deeP
i nterest i n the 385th Bomb GrouP.

Wheaton, Ri chard
704 S. Elizabeth
E. Independence,M0,64056

ALdano, BLLL
21 35 N.E: 54tlx Sttteet
?ontLand, 0R, 97213

B ev ila"cqua, J o hn P .

529 Stzwa.nt Stneet
Reno, NV, 89502

Died: 1 )ctobett 1976 0Led: 23 ApttiL 1975
Clew Chiz[ - 551at Sq. ALz Crew - 550th Sq.
Mattett Cte.w-ctnong othent J.ll . 0unLa.yt't Cttew

PopX-a.wdhi, Haznq J .

0Led: 0ate unlznown
Ain Cnew - 549th Sq.
Hatol,d Jondan'a Cnzw.

It. it a-Lwa.qt dittttetding to ltea"n o{ the pa.ttLng
o[ aomeone who ha.t been a ytant od oun Livzt. U) e

a,tte but moztaL mzn and de.atlt Lt Lnevitable, but
even deatlL bning,s out the .be.st od out thoughtt
about tho,se. wl'to havz deytatted, The notidica-t.ion
o{ John BevlLa.equa't death ectmz to ne (nom Joq
H. 0unLap, Lt.Cot-. , t.lsAF, Retited. DultLng 0)onLd
Wa"tt 71, Jctrl tArcLA a, Uoung pLl,ot Ln the 550th Bomb

Sc1uadton and ha"d a vqca.ncA on lnia cnew, Hit nen-
o)Ltj o d J ohn ttea"dl a"d {ol,Lottt,s: " I r,0a"a at.tigned
John, a nobu.tt ItaI-ian boq, whrtlz c,LeLp Ltad gone
down eanLizn. He LnmedLo-t.e!-91 jc:inzd the tea,n
e(dont. John a-t-waq.t .reemeJ trt be the (indt to
Ap()t enemA alncna[t, u.tLng hit pctelzet tmohed gLaaa
whLch he" a-Ltoaqt ca.n-nLed. John dini.thed hLl toutt
tttLth ctutt enew ctnd Ltz ttQ-tutLned to hia hone in Reno,
Nevada, ulhene Dexten Lctthett, John a"nd mq'set I
gathztted oecat"ionct.L-Lg. He, Livzd utith and ctttitt.ed
hi,s Mct thel , eho ct 

's 
ing ne,v uL to matttttl . H e id 't u.,t-

vLvzd bq Mamct Ka1lie and hil b.zothe+, Dctttict, ?ea,ee
to qctu, bttotner' J,thn! Maq God qncrnt qctu etto.L
bneezet, b!-ue .sh-iz.t, ctnd toctttn daqa tLLL t-he X,a"'tt

cnew membzn gct;l:hezt a6ove," End o d Quote,

I'MAV BILL, JOHN AN' iJARRY AtL REST II'I .PEACE"

P ho to a b q St e.v e- Gctttt
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CB'ers Corner. Help Wanted !

lllilliam H. Heflin, l2A Lowther St.,
Newmarket, Suf f o1k, CBB 0JS, Eng'l and,
is trying to locate a former S/Sgt.
Henry D. Hamilton of the 550th Bomb
Sq uadron . S/ Sgt Hami I ton was the
Best Man for the Heflin's when they
were married on 16 December 1944 and
Bill would like to renew an old
fri endshi p. I n researchi ng the mj cro
filmed records of the Group, I found
Hami I ton's seri al number was 18089990,
indicative that he enl i sted from the
Lone Star State. His nickname in the
service was "Hank". Come olt, you
Texans - check your te1 ephone and cjty
directories down thataway! You "can do'j

4 Lneuna,bt-q iLL EngLith c.hi!-dnen vitit.e.d Loude.d tl,tanht to 38\th contnibut.i.sn.s!
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"The fo;tr" pub still going strong near Elmswell Ra'i'lway Station.

Weikert, Ruel Go

6306 Green Leaves Road
Indianapolis, Ill 46220

Ty I^li nton, 54Bth Bomb Squadron, recent-
1y wrote me about his CB handle for the
tri p to Las Vegas. It bri ngs back a

great name to the airways! Ty's handle
'i s " HARDLI FE BLUE 5". Your edi tors
call sign is KSL 7825 and h'is handle
wi I I be " HARDL I FE RED T" (T for Model
T - what else for a 1912 Ford?) The
col or for Headquarters and assi gned or
attached support'i ng uni ts 'i s "WHITE";
54Bth is "BLUE"; 549th is "YELL0W";
550th is "RED", and the 551st is .'GREEN'l

If anyone desires to reg'ister a "HARD-
LIFE" handl e for the Las Vegas reunjon,
send jt in and we wjl I run a l'isting of
names and handl es i n the March i ssue.
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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