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Econ & England
canno t  compe te  aga ins t  cheap  l abo r ,  no r  t he  l a tes t  
t echn i ca l  manu fac tu r i ng  equ ipmen t  w i t h  i t s  h igh  p ro 
duc t i on  capab i l i t y .  Ou r  s tee l  m i l l s  a re  ou tda ted  
and  ou r  use  o f  ene rgy  i s  unbe l i eveab le .  Pu t  a l l  
t hese  fac to rs  t oge the r  and  the  resu l t  i s  t he  "M in i -  
Buck "  -  t o l e ra ted  on  the  wor ld  marke t ,  bu t  no t  
respec ted .  Meanwh i l e ,  ove r  a l l  t hese  yea rs ,  ou r  
A l l i es ,  G rea t  B r i t a i n ,  have  had  to  ope ra te  on  the  
"b r i nk " .  The  pound  s te r l i ng  i n  1945  was  wor th  $4 . 03 .  
I t  was  deva lued  to  2 .85  i n  ea r l y  1950 ,  and  once  we n t  
down  to  $1 .54 .  I t ' s  enough  to  make  one  wonder  who  
the  he l l  won  Wor ld  War  I I ?  To  end  th i s  economic  
t i r ade ,  howeve r ,  even  Eng land  i s  mov ing  i n  on  us  
w i t h  some  excess  Eu rodo l l a r s .  I t  has  j us t  been  an 
nounced  du r i ng  the  pas t  week  tha t  Amer i can  Na t i ona l  
S ta rch  has  accep ted  a  $485 ,000 ,000  t ake -ove r  o f f e r  
f r om the  B r i t i sh -Du tch  mu l t i na t i ona l  co rpo ra t i on ,  
Un i l eve r .  Baye r  AG,  o f  Wes t  Germany  has  o f f e red  $275 ,  
000 ,000  fo r  M i l es  Labo ra to r i es ,  and  Nes t l es  o f  Sw i t z 
e r l and  has  pu t  i n  a  $277  m i l l i on  do l l a r  b i d  f o r  
ano the r  U .S .  pha rmaceu t i ca l  company  named  A l con  Lab 
o ra to r i es .  I nc lud ing  the  Un i l eve r  t ake -ove r  b id ,  0  
Eng land  has  i nves ted  ove r  one  b i l l i on  do l l a r s  i n  t he  
U .S .A .  du r i ng  t he  pas t  yea r ,  and  Wes t  Germany  i s  a f 
t e r  more  and  more  bus inesses .  Th i s  reve rse  f l ow  o f  
i nves tmen ts  g rows  more  i n tense  da i l y .  Because  i t  
does ,  i t  a f f ec t s  ou r  p lanned  t r i p  t o  Eng land  and  i t  
was  my  des i re  t o  pu t  eve ry th ing  i n  i t s  p rope r  pe r -  
pec t i ve  so  tha t  I  cou ld  t a l k  abou t  t he  t r i p  and  the  
p rob lems  fac ing  i t .

When  accommoda t i ons  and  p r i ces  we re  reques ted  
i n  Oc tobe r  1977 ,  t he re  we re  147  names  on  the  passen 
ge r  wa i t i ng  l i s t .  I t  was  unde rs tood  tha t  se lec t i on  
o f  t r ave l  da tes  wou ld  cause  a  d ropou t  e f f ec t  on  some 
members  who  cou ld  no t  ge t  away  tha t  ea r l y  i n  t he  
yea r .  When  the  f i na l  p r i c i ng  was  rece i ved ,  I  knew i t  
wou ld  cause  more  d ropou ts  because  o f  t he  i n f l a t i on 
a ry  ra tes  ove r  Sep tember  1976 .  I n f l a t i on  amoun ted  to  
a lmos t  22  pe rcen t .  Dav id  Wade  aga in  submi t t ed  t he  
bes t  b id  and  i t  was  based  on  $1 .72  pe r  pound  s te r l 
i ng .  The re  we re  no  i nd i ca t i ons  on  the  f i nanc ia l  mar 
ke t  t ha t  Eng land  p lanned  to  re -eva lua te  t he  pound  
s te r l i ng .  As  soon  as  we  go t  t he  b rochu res  and  Tou r  
Ag reemen ts  i n  t he  ma i l ,  r ese rva t i ons  s ta r ted  to  f l ow  
i n ,  i nd i ca t i ng  we  wou ld  have  an  ea r l y  f u l l  house .  I n  
November  1977 ,  when  the  new va lue  fo r  t he  pound  was  
announced ,  rese rva t i ons  s topped  coming  i n .  I t  was  
though t  t ha t  Ch r i s tmas  m igh t  a l so  a f f ec t  book ings .
Bu t  when  book ings  a r r i ved  one  day ,  and  cance l l a t i ons  
f o l l owed  the  nex t  day  be fo re  t he  depos i t s  cou ld  be  
p rocessed  i n to  t he  bank ,  I  t ook  ac t i on  by  ca l l i ng  
Dav id  Wade  to  see  i f  some  ad jus tmen ts  cou ld  no t  be  
made  i n  t he  t r i p ,  t he reby  l essen ing  the  do l l a r  impac t  
on  ou r  members .  Dav id  exp la ined  why  he  d id  no t  wan t  
t o  change  the  t r i p ,  and  those  who  know h im ,  w i l l  ce r 
t a i n l y  unde rs ta -nd  the  h igh  goa l s  and  qua l i t y  o f  h i s  
t ou rs .  I ns tead ,  Dav id  Wade  conceded  , 03 t  on  t he  
pound  and  s ta ted  we  cou ld  i nd i ca te  t he  U .  S .  do l l a r  
f i gu res  we re  based  on  a  go ing  ra te  o f  $1 .75  pe r  pound  
s te r l i ng !  Th i s  amoun ts  t o  a  s i zeab le  f i nanc ia l  con 
t r i bu t i on  by  t he  Wade  o rgan i za t i on  t o  ou r  BGRA t r i p .

As  o f  t h i s  da te ,  we  have  a lmos t  one  coach  l oad  
o f  passenge rs  booked  fo r  t he  Germany -Copenhagen  t r i p ,  
e i gh t  (8 )  pe rsons  rema in  booked  fo r  t he  Ams te rdam,  
B russe l s  and  Pa r i s  t r i p  and  e igh t  pe rsons  have  booked  
to  do  the i r  own  th ing  du r i ng  the  m idweek  b reak .  Tha t  
means  we  now have  60  so l i d  book ings  l e f t  a f t e r  some  
30  cance l l a t i ons ,  and  I  r ema in  hope fu l l  abou t  f i l l i ng  
t he  PAN AM 707  w i th  ano the r  123  passenge rs .  Don ' t  
f o rge t  t ha t  f r i ends  and  fam i l y  a re  we l come to  pa r t i 
c i pa te  and  pa r t i c i pan ts  can  take  a i r f a re  on l y  a t  t he  
f i xed  p r i ce  o f  $287 .00  round t r i p .  Members  o f  t he  
o ld  4 th  Comba t  W ing  such  as  t he  94 th ,  388 th  and  the  
447 th  BG 's  a re  a l so  we l come and  buses  w i l l  be  p ro 
v ided  to  ge t  t hem back  to  t he i r  o l d  bases .

Keep  the  fa i t h !  Hope  and  p ray  t he  p ressu re  o f  
t he  pound  S te r l i ng  aga ins t  t he  do l l a r  w i l l  weaken  and  
ou r  f i na l  p r i ce  d i f f e ren ta t i on  w i l l  be  m ino r .

The re  i s  one  o the r  po in t  t ha t  shou ld  be  c lea red  
up  abou t  t he  f i nanc ia l  aspec ts  o f  t he  t r i p .  The  t r i p  
p rov ides  no  p ro f i t  t o  any  i nd i v i dua l  o r  t o  t he  385 th

BGRA.  The  on l y  cos t  no t  i nvo l ved  i n  t he  t r i p  i t se l f  
i s  $1 .17  wh ich  i s  budge ted  fo r  p r i n t i ng  and  ma i l i ng  
cos t s .  Unde r  IRS  ru les  and  regu la t i ons  gove rn ing  
non -p ro f i t  o rgan i za t i ons ,  no  mon ies  f r om ou r  Assoc ia 
t i on  can  be  used  to  de f ray  any  pa r t  o f  t he  expenses  
o f  t h i s  t r i p .  The  i n i t i a l  $500 .00  depos i t  f o r  t he  
PAN AM 707  a i r c ra f t  was  pa id  f r om the  pe rsona l  f unds  
o f  you r  T rave l  Coo rad ina to r  and  Ed i t o r ,  and ,  i f  t he  
a i r c ra f t  i s  f u l l y  booked ,  t h i s  money  w i l l  be  app l i ed  
t o  t he  a i r c ra f t  sea t  p r i ces  f o r  my  w i fe  and  se l f .  I f ,  
howeve r ,  t he  f l i gh t  does  no t  f i l l  and  cance l l a t i on  
wou ld  be  necessa ry  a f t e r  17  March  19 78 ,  each  pa r t i 
c i pan t  w i l l  r ece i ve  h i s  f u l l  depos i t  back  and  the  
$500 .00  fo r fe i t u re  w i l l  be  bo rne  by  you r  T rave l  
Coo rd ina to r .  Wha t  I  am say ing  i s  -  i f  I  have  fa i t h  
i n  you r  pa r t i c i pa t i on ,  don ' t  shake  my  fa i t h - t r ee  w i th  
l a te  book ings .  Ge t  t hem in  t o  me  be fo re  28  Feb rua ry  
1978 .

SPECIAL  NOTE

A que ry  among  Wash ing ton ,  D .C . ,  T rave l  Agenc ies  
ope ra t i ng  t ou rs  t o  Eng land ,  i nd i ca tes  t hey  a re  
quo t i ng  p r i ces  based  on  $2 .00  pe r  pound  s te r l 
i ng .  Th i s  means  you  a re  go ing  to  reap  the  
bene f i t s  i f  t he  do l l a r  cos t  o f  t he  pound  s te r l 
i ng  con t i nues  to  d rop  back  to  $1 .75 ,  o r  l ess .

Other Trip Ideas!
For  t he  bene f i t  o f  sons  and  daugh te rs  o f  members  

who  w ish  to  make  the  t r i p ,  w i t h  gua ren teed  sea ts  and  
t rave l  da tes ,  bu t  who  do  no t  wan t  t o  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  
t he  g roup  l and  t rave l  p l ans ,  l e t  me  te l l  you  how you  
can  f i nd  f un  i n  Eng land  and  on  the  Con t i nen t .  Number  
1 .  You  can  f i nd  cheape r  a i r  t r ave l  f a res  be tween  
London  and  p laces  l i ke  Dub l i n ,  Pa r i s ,  F rank fu r t ,
Madr id ,  I t a l y  and  the  Channe l  I s l es ,  t han  p r i ces  t ha t  
w i l l  be  quo ted  you  i n  t he  U .S .A .  I n  I r e l and  you  can  
take  a  ho rse  and  ca ravan  t r i p  a round  the  sou th  and  
up  to  Ga lway  Bay .  Camp ing  and  back -pack ing  t r i ps  a re  
ava i l ab le  i n  Eng land  and  the  Con t i nen t ,  w i t h  ve ry  
reasonab le  l odg ing  and  mea ls  a t  t he  va r i ous  You th  
Hos te l s  o r  camp  s i t es .  G rown-ups  can  ren t  Vo l kswagon  
Kampers  and  v i s i t  s i t es  i n  F rance ,  Spa in ,  I t a l y ,  
Sw i t ze r l and ,  Aus t r i a ,  Ge rmany ,  Denmark ,  Sweden  and  
Norway .  I t ' s  g rea t  f un .  Ou r  f am i l y  has  gone  the  rou te !  
NUMBER 2 :  T ry  a  r i de  on  the  c ross  channe l  Hove rc ra f t .

Small  Edit ion Newsletter
Th is  i ssue  o f  News le t t e r  i s  pub l i shed  i n  an  ab 

b rev ia ted  fo rm in  o rde r  t o  ge t  more  i n fo rma t i on  to  
ou r  members  abou t  t he  pend ing  t r i p  t o  Eng land  f rom 
17  May  78  to  5  June  78 .  T he re  have  been  seve ra l  mem
be rs  who  have  passed  away  and  many  change  o f  add ress .
In  add i t i on ,  Pau l  Sc iu i l  z  , -  f o rmer  Grou p  nav iga to r ,  
r ecen t l y  made  a  t r i p  t h rough  Mon tana  and  Wash ing ton  
s ta tes ,  v i s i t i ng  o ld  base  s i t es  o f  t he  385 th  Bombard 
men t  Group .  I t  i s  a  mos t  i n te res t i ng  a r t i c l e  and  
w i l l  r eca l l  many  i nc iden ts  and  memor ies  among  those  
members  who  "wen t  a l l  t he  way "  w i t h  t he  385 th .

Charles Gallagher & FOTE
Char les  Ga l l aghe r ,  t he  benevo len t  D i c ta to r "  o f  

t he  "F r i ends  o f  t he  E igh th " ,  has  f i na l l y  packed  up  h i s  
wo rk  a t  t he  Genera l  Pos t  O f f i ce  and  he  and  Mary  have  
moved  to  10  M i l l e r  S t ree t ,  Londonde r r y ,  BT48  6SU,  
No r the rn  I r e land .  We  i n  t he  385 th  BGRA thank fu l l y  
have  Char les  i n  ou r  f i lm  "W ings  f rom the  Pas t "  and  we  
a re  ve ry  p roud  o f  t he  f ac t .  The  "F r i ends  o f  t he  
E igh th "  he ld  a  f a rewe l l  pa r t y  f o r  Cha r l es  a t  t he  
Ange l  Ho te l  i n  Bu ry  S t .  Edmunds  du r i ng  the  mon th  o f  
November  1977 .  Roge r  F reeman  made  a  spec ia l  p resen ta 
t i on  on  beha l f  o f  Cha r l es  and  a t  i t s  conc lus ion  the  
en t i r e  membersh ip  was  on  i t s  f ee t  g i v i ng  vo i ce  t o  
t he i r  adm i ra t i on  f o r  t he  wo rk  Cha r l es  and  Mary  have  
ded i ca ted  to  FOTE and  i t s  i n te res t s .  The  new FOTE 
Convene r /Cha i rman  i s  Lou i s  A .  Pennow,  one  o f  ou r  
Assoc ia te  members .  Lou i s  was  a  f o rmer  U .S .  Wea the r  
O f f i ce r  w i t h  t he  388 th  BG a t  Kne t t i sha l l ,  and  the  
Hq  3 rd  A i r  D i v i s i on  a t  E l veden .  Lou  and  Winn ie ,  ou r  bes t  
Lou i s  i s  t he  f i r s t  bona f i de  8 th  f t F member  ho ld ing  o f f i ce
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Obi tuary___________________
Dur ing  the  pa . i t  l ew  l i i ue i  o { ,  NEWSLETTER,  I  have  
u ied  the  pho tog raph  o f ,  S  N  42-3547 ,  "La te i t  Rumor " .  
I t  u i a i  my  In ten t i on  t o  t e l l  t he  i t o r y  o< !  t h l i  
a i r c ra f t  I n  t h t i  ed i t i on  i o  you  cou ld  unden tand  
why  I t  w  a i  i  e l ec ted ,  bu t  t he  dea th  o f ,  a  l ew  o f i  
our  t op  ma in tenance  men  ha i  cau ied  me  to  rep lace  
I t  on  a  one  t ime  ba i l i  and  i a l u te  ou r  depa r ted  
comrade i  u i l t h  a  100  m in ion  a i r c ra f t  "Rum  Pam" .

FORREST ALVIN  KEEN 
550 th  Bombardmen t  Squad ron  
A i r c ra f t  Ma in tenance  
D IED:  21  Oc tobe r  1977

I t  was  j us t  a  sho r t  s tep  i n to  t he  pas t  t o  reca l l  
t he  beg inn ing  o f  my  f r i endsh ip  w i t h  Fo r res t  Keen .  We  
were  c rew  ch ie f s  o f  B -17F 1 s  and  ou r  a i r c ra f t  we re  
pa rked  d iagona l l y  oppos i t e  ac ross  t he  pe r ime te r  t r ack .  
I t  was  Ju l y  1943  and  ou r  p lanes  had  j us t  depa r ted  on  
a  m iss ion .  We  were  c lean ing  up  a round  the  ha rds tand ,  
re fue l i ng  t he  APU 's  f o r  t he  a i r c ra f t ' s  r e tu rn ,  and  
wa i t i ng  f o r  one  o f  ou r  c rew  members  t o  come  back  f rom 
b reak fas t  so  t ha t  we  m igh t  ea t .  When  I  saw  Keen  sea 
r ch ing  th rough  the  hedge row ,  I  t hough t  he  had  l os i  
some th ing  and  I  wen t  ove r  t o  he lp .  To  make  a  l ong  
s to ry  sho r t ,  he  t augh t  me  how to  f i nd  mush rooms  i n  
t he  hedge row  d i t ches ,  and  how to  cook  them b r i e f l y  
i n  a  mess  k i t  spoon ,  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  bu t te r ,  ove r  a  
sma l l  Co leman  s tove .  I n  ou r  conve rsa t i on ,  I  f ound  ou t  
wha t  f a rm  fo l k  m iss  t he  mos t  -  even  i n  t ime  o f  wa r !
I t  was  the  fee l  o f  good  ea r th  be tween  the i r  f i nge rs .  
Fo r res t  wou ld  scope  up  a  b i t  o f  t he  r i ch  Eng l i sh  so i l  
and  so f t l y  adm i t  i t  was  to le rab le ,  bu t  he  s t i l l  wan t -  
t he  so i l  o f  Kansas  unde r  h i s  f ee t .  I n  t he  nex t  yea r  I  •  
moved  f rom c rew  ch ie f ,  t o  f l i gh t  ch ie f ,  and  on  to  L ine  
Ch ie f  o f  t he  550 th .  I  wan ted  Fo r res t  t o  become a  
F l i gh t  Ch ie f ,  bu t  he  had  been  g i ven  a  new ch in - tu r re t -  
ed  B -17G,  had  named  i t  "Rum Dum"  and  was  a im ing  a t  t he  
ma in tenance  reco rd  i n  t he  Group .  I t  made  106  m iss ions  
w i thou t  an  abo r t  when  the  war  ended  i n  Eu rope .  Keen  
had  been  awarded  the  B ronze  S ta r ,  t he  A rmy  Commenda
t i on  R ibbon  and  a  l ead ing  pa r t  i n  an  Eng l i sh  f i lm  doc 
umen t i ng  many  o f  t he  8 th  A i r  Fo rce  accomp l i shmen ts  i n  
t he  ETO.  Re tu rn ing  to  t he  S ta tes  i n  June  1945 ,  ou r  
pa ths  d id  no t  c ross  aga in  un t i l  Ap r i l  1975  i n  A t l an ta ,  
Geo rg ia ,  when  I  me t  Fo r res t  and  h i s  w i f e  Pau l i ne  a t  
t he  V  Group  Reun ion .  Somehow i t  d i d  no t  seem as  i f  
we  had  eve ry  been  pa r ted .  The  easy  comarade r i e  was  
s t i l l  t he re .  We  were  toge the r  aga in  i n  Ap r i l  1977 ,  
bu t  t he  mos t  memorab le  ge t  - t oge the r  was  a t  a  M in i -  
Reun ion  a t  Keen ' s  Fa rm in  Kansas  f rom 29  Ju l y  t o  1  
Augus t  1977  pas t .  I  r epo r ted  on  tha t  weekend  i n  t he  
Augus t  News le t t e r .  The re  we re  abou t  20  o f  us ,  i nc lud 
i ng  t he  Keen ' s  younges t  son  and  daugh te r - i n - l aw .  The re  
was  a  l o t  o f  d r y ,  pa rched  l and  and  s tun ted  c rops  to  be  
seen .  And  an  aw fu l l  l o t  o f  sky  and  sunsh ine .  I  wa tch 
ed  Fo r res t  make  a  con t rac t  i n  quas i - s t y l e ,  bonded  
w i th  a  p ra i r i e  a f f i dav i t  -  t he  handshake !  Sam Lyke ,  
Wa l te r  Ph i l l i ps ,  Fo r res t  and  myse l f  had  an  ea r l y  morn 
i ng  22  ca l i be r  shoo t -o f f ,  whe re  Keen  gave  us  a  l esson  
and  I  f ound  ou t  t ha t  Wash ing t i on  po l i t i ca l  p rom ises  
were  more  dead l y  t han  guns .  On  the  morn ing  o f  1  Aug 
us t ,  Pau l i ne  and  Fo r res t  d rove  me  to  t he  Kansas  C i t y  
A i rpo r t .  On  the  way  I  f ound  ou t  t ha t  a  secondhand  
t rac to r  t i r e  cos t  more  than  $200 .  I  cou ld  pu t  new 
rad ia l s  on  m ine  fo r  t ha t  amoun t .  We  had  l unch  toge the r  
f o r  who  can  v i s i t  Kansas  C i t y  w i t hou t  t r y i ng  a  s teak?  
A l l  t h rough  tha t  mea l  I  was  fasc ina ted  by  Fo r res t ' s  
wo rk  ha rdened ,  kna r l ed  hands ,  t h i nk ing  o f  t he  t r emend
ous  ene ry  he  had  pou red  back  i n to  t he  ea r th  he  l oved ,  
j us t  t o  ge t  some th ing  ou t  o f  i t  t o  pu t  i n  t h i s  na t i ons  
b readbaske t .  When  I  a r r i ved  back  home,  I  conveyed  to  
t o  my  w i fe  Be t t y  t ha t  Fo r res t  seemed  to  re ta in  a l l  
t h rough  l i f e  t hose  qua l i t i es  o f  qu ie t  d i gn i t y ,  ca r i ng ,  
and  though t fu l  1  ness  tha t  made  one  l i ke  h im  the  m inu te  
he  me t  h im .  So  when  Pau l i ne  and  Dav id  ca l l ed  t ha t  
morn ing  i n  Oc tobe r  t o  t e l l  me  tha t  Fo r res t  had  been  
k i l l ed  i n  an  acc iden t  on  the  fa rm,  i t  was  l i ke  a  l ow  
b low .  More  than  300  fa rm fo l ks  and  f r i ends  a t t ended  
h i s  f une ra l ,  amp le  p roo f  t o  me  tha t  I  neve r  m is judged  
h i s  cha rac te r .  I n  t ha t  acc iden t  unde r  t he  comb ine  I  
am su re  Mo the r  Ea r th  was  embrac ing  h im  and  we lcoming  
h im  home!

JAMES A .  LAMBERT 
548 th  Bombardmen t  Squad ron  
A i r c ra f t  Ma in tenance  
D IED:  28  November  1977

J im  Lamber t ,  f a r  be t te r  known  to  h i s  many  c lose  
f r i ends  as  "Be r t " ,  had  su f fe red  w i th  hea r t  t r oub le  
f o r  t he  pas t  f ew  yea rs .  I n  March  1976 ,  he  was  one  o f  
f i r s t  t o  book  on  the  t r i p  t o  Eng land ,  t o  be  accompan
ied  by  h i s  w i f e  LaNe l l e  and  h i s  nephew,  Tom.  I n  May  
1976 ,  he  wro te  t o  cance l ,  s ta t i ng  a  change  o f  wo rk  
as  t he  reason .  Howeve r ,  a t  t he  V I  Reun ion  i n  Las  Vegas ,  
Nevada ,  Be r t  t o l d  me  he  had  been  ope ra ted  on ,  and  
so  fa r  he  was  do ing  much  be t te r .  On  1  December  1977 ,  
Mar t y  G i r son ,  o f  P i t t sbu rgh ,  Pa . ,  w ro te ,  t e l l i ng  
me  o f  Be r t ' s  pass ing .  He  d ied  a t  1100  hou r ,  j us t  one  
day  a f t e r  h i s  56 th  b i r t hday .  He re  was  a  man ,  who ,  a l l  
t hose  yea rs  ago ,  wo rked  ha rd  t o  become a  top  a i r c ra f t  
ma in tenance  techn i c i an .  I n  t he  p rocess  he  was  l i ked ,  
bu t  even  more ,  he  was  respec ted  by  h i s  f e l l ow  worke rs  
and  by  t he  a i r c rews  tha t  f l ew  h i s  a i r c ra f t .  Du r i ng  the  
t ime  a t  G rea t  Ash f i e l d ,  Be r t  was  a  good  a the le te  and  
w 'as  t he  th i rd  baseman  on  the  Squad ron  team.  He  w i l l  
be  m issed  by  h i s  many  f r i ends  and  fam i l y .  Mar t y  G i r son  
ended  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  me  by  s ta t i ng  t ha t  " J im  d ied  o f  
a  bad  hea r t " .  Tha t ' s  no t  so ,  Mar t y !  Be r t  had  a  hea r t  
o ' f  go ld .  I t  was  the  hea r t s  p lumb ing  sys tem tha t  
ma l func t i oned .

memorjal_glfts

Severa l  l e t t en ,  con ta in ing  g l l t i  t o  t he  A l l  
Sa ln t i  Chu rch  Memor ia l  Fund ,  have  been  rece i ved  
I n  t he  pa i t  l ou r  u ieek i  -  a l l  advoca t i ng  ou r  hav 
i ng  a  Memor ia l  Fund  Con t r i bu to ry  Sy i t em lo r  hono r 
i ng  ou r  I r l end i  who  pan  on  to  mee t  t he i r  Make r .  
Forbe i  Tenb rook  and  h l i  w i l e  Eve l yn ,  mad  the  i ug -  
ge i t l on  and  the  l i n t  g i l t  I n  hono r  o l  Be r t  Lamber t .  
A  $  1  00 .  00  Memor ia l  g i l t  wa i  a l i o  made  to  t he  l und  
by  Ea r l  and  Ru th  Co le .

ARNOLD WILL INGHAM 
385 th  Bombardmen t  Group  
Nor thwood  ,  I l l i no i s  
D IED:  13  December  1975

MRS.  ARNOLD WILL INGHAM 
Nor thwood ,  I l l i no i s  
D IED:  1  OCTOBER 1977

The  NEWSLETTER o f  15  Oc tobe r  1977  was  j us t  r e 
tu rned  to  me  i n  t he  pas t  f ew  weeks  and  i t  was  anno 
ta ted  on l y  w i t h  t he  dea th  da tes  o f  t he  W i l l i ngham 's .
A  tho rough  sea rch  o f  my  f i l es  b rough t  f o r t h  no  o the r  
i n fo rma t i on  such  as  Squad rom o r  un i t .  The  f i r s t  i s sue  
o f  t h i s  News le t t e r  f o rma t  was  ma i l ed  on  15  Oc tobe r  75  
and  pe rhaps  A rno ld  saw  tha t  copy .  S ince  tha t  f i r s t  
i s sue ,  t he  f r on t  o f  each  copy  con ta ins  t he  s ta temen t ,  
"ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED" ,  so  t ha t  I  can  keep  
up  w i th  t he  move rs .  I  have  l ooked  a t  t h i s  re tu rned  
News le t t e r  many  t imes  s ince  i t  came  back ,  and  I  l i ke  
t o  specu la te  t ha t  Mrs .  W i l l i ngham had  read  the  o the r  
cop ies  s i nce  tha t  f i r s t  i s sue ,  and  pe rhaps  -  I  hope  -  
she  ga ined  some sma l l  conso la t i on  read ing  abou t  t hose  
ea r l y  yea rs  o f  A rno ld  and .h i s  f r i ends  i n  t he  385 th .
I  wou ld  app rec ia te  l ea rn ing  a  l i t t l e  more  abou t  A rno ld ,  
so  i f  any  o f  you  k ind  fo l ks  knewh is  wo rk ,  squad ron ,  
o r  o the r  con t r i bu t i ons  o f  A rno ld  t o  t he  385 th ,  p l ease  
send  the  i n fo rma t i on  to  you r  ed i t o r  as  soon  as  poss i 
b le .  Meanwh i l e ,  may  they  bo th  res t  i n  peace .

Address Changes
Crosman ,  Do r l and  L .
468  B rough ton  Avenue  
B loomf ie ld ,  NJ ,  07003

Gorchak ,  Joseph  
246  Eas t  21s t  S t .
San  Be rna rd ino ,  CA ,  92404

Ferguson ,  V .  W.
908  E .  I nwood  Dr i ve  
A r l i ng ton ,  TX ,  76010

Groen ing ,  Homer  
1700  SW 4 th  Avenue  
Po r t l and ,  OR,  97201

Me Ine rney  ,  W i l l i am K .  
655  God f rey  Ave  SW 
Grand  Rap ids ,  M I ,  49503

Smi th ,  Ra lph  P .Wild Rice 
Horace ,  SD,  58047
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Thoughts about England Trips By  Marga re t  IPeggy )  Smi th .

Peggy  and  Char les  Smi th  have ,  l ong  pa r t i c i pa ted  i n  t he  ac t i v i t i es  o f  t he  385 th  8GRA and  as  
Hos tess  and  Hos t  (o r  t he  F i l t h  Reun ion  i n  A t l an ta ,  GA ,  i n  Ap r i l  1975 ,  t hey  p resen ted  a  
ga la  even t  f o r  t hose  a t t end ing .  They  were  among  the  f i r s t  t o  con t rac t  l o r  t he  Memor ia l  
Tr ip  t o  Eng land  i n  Sep tember  7  9  76  and  bo th  gave  o f ,  t hemse lves  to  he lp  o the rs .  They  a l so  
were  chosen  to  be  two  o f  t he  F reedom Fo rces  Ambassado rs  t o  Hewcas t l e -Upon -Tyne  i n  Eng land  
dur ing  l as t  summer .  Th i s  i s  an  open  l e t t e r  t o  a l l  ou r  members !

WAR T IME MEMORIES OF ENGLAND.......... Those  commen ts ,  s to r i es ,  and  ta les  t ha t  Cha r l es  has  men t i oned
f rom t ime  to  t ime  du r i ng  ou r  mar r i ed  l i f e  a re  t r ue !  I  had  though t  he  su re l y  exagge ra ted  abou t  t he  beau ty  
o f  Eng land ,  i t s  sp lendo r ,  i t s  peop le ,  i t s  pomp,  ce remony  and  t rad i t i ons ,  i t s  pagean t r y ,  i t s  cou rage ,  i t s  
sp i r i t .  A f t e r  a l l ,  1943 -1945  were  war  yea rs  when  Char les  f i r s t  became acqua in ted  w i th  Eng land ,  and  he  
was  a  young  man .  Cou ld  i t  ALL  have  been  so  wonder fu l?  How cou ld  i t  c rea te  ALL  those  wonder fu l  memor ies  
w i t h  d immed  l i gh t s ,  a i r  r a i ds ,  t he  l ack  o f  pe rsona l  t r anspo r ta t i on  f ac i l i t i es ,  i nc lud ing  ra t i oned  pe t ro l ,  
t he  l ong  work ing  hou rs ,  l i t t l e  s l eep ,  t he  sma l l  amoun t  o f  f ue l  w i t h  wh i ch  to  keep  warm,  and ,  above  a l l ,  
t he  somet imes  " i n te res t i ng "  chow?  (B russe l s  sp rou ts  f o r  ea r l y  morn ing  b reak fas t?? )  Ye t  ove r  t he  yea rs ,  
h i s  wa r  t ime  expe r i ence  i s  deep l y  imbedded  i n  h i s  memory .

THE 385TH BGRA TRIP  TO ENGLAND,  SEPTEMBER 1976....... -W i th  spec ia l  t hanks  to  John  Fo rd ,  t he  mos t
memorab le  reun ion  i n  Grea t  B r i t a i n  rea f f i rmed  Char les '  r espec t  and  l ove  fo r  Eng land  and  the  Eng l i sh  peop le .  
The  en thus iasm and  gene ros i t y  wh i ch  we  expe r i enced ,_pa r t i cu la r l y  t ha t  o f  t he  c i t i zen ry  o f  Su f fo l k  Coun ty ,  
was  qu i t e  t h r i l l i ng  and  amaz ing .  Th roughou t  ou r  v i s i t ,  and  espec ia l l y  when  we  were  enp lan ing  a t  t he  
Hea th row  A i rpo r t  i r r  London ,  i n  ou r -Hea r t s  we  knew we  wou ld  be  re tu rn ing .

SO,  RETURN WE D ID .................I n  t he  summer  o f  19?7  ano the r  g rea t  oppo r tun i t y  came  ou r  way .  I t  was  an
expe r imen t  and  adven tu re  i n to  t he  f i e l d  o f  i n te rna t i ona l  f r i endsh ip .  We  were  se lec ted  to  become good -w i l l  
Ambassado rs  t o  Eng land  w i th  t he  F r i endsh ip  Fo rce .  As  a  resu l t  we  made  the  i naug ra l  f l i gh t  f r om A t l an ta ,
GA,  t o  Newcas t l  e -Upon -Tyne  -  t he  f i r s t  t ime  a  Boe ing  747  had  l anded  the re .  I t  was  a  PAN AM f l i gh t .

The  FRIENDSHIP  FORCE i s  a  mu l t i - na t i on ,  peop le - to -peop le  cu l t u ra l  exchange  whereby  peop le  o f  t he  
Un i ted  S ta tes  and  o the r  na t i ons  can  mee t  w i t h  each  o the r  and  deve lop  f r i endsh ip  and  unde rs tand ing  a t  t he  
g rass  roo ts  l eve l .  I t  i s  a  non -p ro f i t ,  non -gove rnmen ta l  p rog ram headqua r te red  i n  A t l an ta ,  GA ,  and  l a rge l y  
ma in ta ined  th rough  vo lun tee r  e f f o r t .

Fo r  t he  ac tua l  peop le  exchange  pa r t i c i pan ts  a re  e i t he r  hos ts ,  o r  ambassado rs  ma tched  w i th  pe rsons  
w i th  s im i l a r  occupa t i ons  and /o r  i n te res t s .  We  were  gues ts  o f  a  l ove l y  re t i r ed  couo le  i n  Wh i t l ey  Bay  on  
the  Nor th  Sea .  Soon  we  were  l ea rn ing  some rea l  Eng l i sh .  ( John  Fo rd  had  warned  us . )  The  b looming  sa l t y  
m is t  o f  No r thumbr ia  d idn ' t  dampen  ou r  sp i r i t s  du r i ng  one  m inu te  o f  ou r  en t i r e  f o r t n igh t ,  and  now we  have  
more  t reasu red  memor ies  o f  ano the r  pa r t  o f  Eng land  -  Geo rd ie land !  I t  was  smash in g !  Aye !

May  we  supp l y  t he  name o f  you r  S ta te  FR IENDSHIP  FORCE vo lun tee r  cha i rman  so  the  YOU a l so  can  mee t  and  
l i ve  f o r  a  sho r t  t ime  w i th  peop le  o f  o the r  na t i ons?  As  o f  t h i s  w r i t i ng ,  35  coun t r i es  have  s ta r ted  F r i end 
sh ip  Fo rce  p rog rams ,  and  30  s ta tes  a re  pa r t i c i pa t i ng .  By  1980  i t  i s  p l anned  tha t  app rox ima te l y  600  odd  
FRIENDSHIP  FORCE f l i gh t s  w i l l  be  t ak ing  p lace  a round  the  g lobe .

NOW,  AGAIN ,  MERRIE  OLDE ENGLAND............The  p lans  fo r  t he  17  May  to  5  June  1978  t r i p  o f  t he  385 th
BGRA sound  wonder fu l .  I ndeed ,  Cha r l es  and  I  w i l l  neve r  see  enough  o f  Eng land ,  so  we ' ve  s i gned  up  and  
hope  to  see  you  the re !

DON’T DELAY
BOOK TODAY

FIVE DOUBLE BOOKINGS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BETWEEN START OF NEWSLETTER AND THE DAY IT  WENT TO PRINT ! ! ! ! ! !

385" B G R A
fagWM——

JOHN C .  FORD,  P res iden t  
7204  Easy  S t ree t  
Camp Spr ings ,  MD,  20031 Br* CM

United Statesl3c

F IRST CLASS MAIL

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
Koscinski, Joseph B. 
2.514 Sunset Drive 
Beloit, WI 53511


