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COVER
The cover is a picture of Past President Leo LaCasse, Col. USAF 

(Ret.), presenting the 385th Bomb Group flag to James MacDonald, Col. 
USAF (Ret.), during the 385th Bomb Group Memorial Association’s 19th 
Annual Reunion in Hampton, VA. The flag was made by Leo and depicts 
the emblems of the 385th Bomb Group (H) and the four Bomb Squadrons. 
The two banners flying from the staff represent the Warnemunde (July 
25, 1943) and Zwickau (May 12, 1944), missions for which the 385th 
Bomb Group received Distinguished Unit Citations. Col. Mac, as he was 
known, was the Director of Operations when the Group was formed at 
Geiger Field, WA, accepted the flag for all members of the 385th Bomb 
Group. The flag will be displayed at  a ll future functions of the 385th Bomb 
Group Association.

Luxembourg ‘04
Roger Feller and Friends of the 385th are planning a 60th Liberation 

Anniversary Celebration on July 10, 2004 in Perle. Members of the 385th 
Bomb Group Memorial Association received an invitation from Roger to 
attend the celebration. Ceremonies as submitted by Roger are as follows: 

Saturday, 10th of July - Perle
Memorial 60th Anniversary of crash at Perle
1500 Ceremony at church in Perle
1530 Overflight of aircraft

Ceremony at the two memorials, U.S. and Luxembourg 
WWII Vehicles
Dedications of a showcase for the 81st Squadron,

Spangdahlem Air Base at the 385th Bomb Group Museum 
Reception at the Centre Culture
Dinner at Hotel Roder offered by Mayor Ferdinand Unsen of 

Rambrouch
Persons planning to attend the Ceremonies, please contact Roger 

Feller (feller@ pt.lu) to confirm attendance at dinner.
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One of the first things your 
new Executive Board did was to 
review our Constitution and By- 
Laws, since it was apparent we 
were not exactly operating by the 
current versions of these docu
ments. The By-Laws had been 
amended several times, once in 
their entirety. Over the years our 
goals and procedures had and 
have evolved. The Constitution, 
our fundamental document, how
ever, had only been amended 
once, and that was a minor name 
change, long ago. This left a sort 
of incompatibility between the 
two; the Constitution had not kept 
pace.

PREZ SEZ
Bill Varnedoe

After an extended ex
change of emails and comments 
about both documents, the Board 
unanimously adopted a new set 
of By-Laws on 27 February. They 
are in this issue. The Constitution 
was also revised in conjunction 
with the new By-Laws and a new 
version is proposed by the Board 
for adoption. It can only be 
adopted (actually, amended in its 
entirety) by the membership at a 
member’s meeting according to 
the present Constitution. It will be 
discussed at the next member 
meeting in Kansas City. The pro
posed version will be published in 
the next issue Hardlife Herald.

Other actions by this Board 
were to eliminate any new Life 
Memberships, and to adopt a for
mal dues policy. Dues paid be
fore July will credit to the current 
year. Dues paid after July will 
credit to the remainder of the cur
rent year and the next year. 
Hardlife Heralds will not be 
mailed to dues delinquent mem
bers after July 2004, and a postal 
card will be mailed to dues delin
quent members to warn them of 
this action.

2nd & 3rd GENERATION CORNER
We were happy to see 

nearly a dozen 2nd and 3rd gener
ation kids and grandkids who ac
companied their parents and 
grandparents to the October 
2003 reunion in Hampton, Vir
ginia. You might remember see
ing some of us that looked a little 
young to have been around dur
ing WWII. Well that’s us, the 2nd 
and 3rd generation. Some of us 
have shown a considerable 
amount of interest in the 385th in 
recent years, and we have been 
asked to participate in your 
Hardlife Herald with occasional 
articles and contributions, which 
we are both honored and happy 
to do. We’re thinking that it might 
be interesting to the 385th mem
bership for us to occasionally 
reintroduce ourselves to you in 
future Hardlife Herald issues, 
telling you a little bit about our

selves and what our connections 
and interests are in the 385th. We 
need a snappy name for future 
columns. Anybody with any 
snappy name suggestions? 
Please send any suggestions to 
me at the address below.

We’re always looking for 
more 2nd and 3rd generation kids 
and grandkids to participate with 
us in future reunions. Remember 
guys, reunions are getting harder 
and harder to get to, and no
body’s getting any younger, so 
please invite and bring your kids 
and grandkids to the next reunion 
this October in Kansas City. It’s a 
chance to let them learn about 
your contributions during WWII to 
preserve America’s freedom, and 
it allows them to meet your 385th 
comrades who lived through the 
experience with you. And most 
importantly, these reunions allow 

us to remember and honor those 
that did not return home after the 
war to have families and lead 
prosperous lives. The 385th alone 
lost 413 men in combat. Freedom 
isn’t free, and your children and 
grandchildren need to know it! 
Please guys, bring them with you. 
We guarantee that they will learn 
some things about you, your 
385th buds, and WWII that they 
did not know before. They cannot 
learn about these things through 
mental telepathy — they need to 
be at the next reunion WITH 
YOU! We want to see lots of kids 
under the age of 60 in Kansas 
City, so we can all thank you for 
what you did for America and our 
generations! See you in October!

Chuck Smith
P.O. Box 329
Alpharetta, GA 30009-0329

May 2004 3 - Hardlife Herald



Mighty Eighth, Warpaint and Heraldry 
by Roger A. Freeman 

AIRCRAFT MARKINGS-385™ BOMB GROUP

B-17F/G Fortresses, June 
1943-July 1945. Original B17Fs 
were in Dark Olive Drab and 
Neutral Grey factory finish. 
Within a week of arrival at Great 
Ashfield a Group marking was 
notified for painting on the fin 
and right wing upper surface. An 
Identification Yellow letter “G”, 
40 in high, was painted on a 
‘dulled white’ (actually light grey) 
square, varying in dimensions 
but generally 50in by 48in, posi
tioned above the tail number. On 
some 549th Bomb Squadron air
craft the square was 60in on the 
horizontal sides and overlapped 
the rudder. On the wing this 
marking was 72in with the span 
and 57in with the cord, again 
light grey and a 45in yellow let
ter. The yellow individual aircraft 
call-letter painted below the tail 
number, was 24in high on some 
aircraft and 48in on others. The 
large letters only appeared on 
the Groups early B-17Fs; in gen
eral, replacements had 24in high 
tail call-letters. On some aircraft 
the call-letter was also painted 
on the rear fuselage in blueish- 
grey 36in high.

Early in July the instruction 
for the Group device was 
amended, the square G changed 
to white and the letter thereon al
tered to Insignia Blue. The size 
of the G and the square re
mained as already established. 
Exactly how many of the Group’s 
aircraft had received the yellow 
G is not known, but many 385th 
Bomb Group B-17s were seen 
with this original device through
out the summer of 1943. The 
‘white’ squares continued to be 

well dulled while camouflaged B- 
17F/Gs were received. From 
early 1944 the dimensions of the 
Groups marking were generally 
consistent at 48in square. When 
aircraft without camouflage were 
received the Group marking was 
white letter on a black square, al
though forming the G by mask
ing bare metal became common. 
Tail call-letters were black on 
bare metal but they too remained 
the same size. Although SD110 
squadron code letters were 
available for the 385th Bomb 
Group they were not displayed 
on fuselages during combat op
erations period.

By late October 1943 pro
peller bases were being painted 
in squadron colors. The 548th 
Bomb Squadron used blue, the 
549th yellow, the 550th red and 
the 551st bright green. In Decem
ber 1944 the Group’s aircraft re
ceived a yellow chevron marking 
on the upper surface of the right 
wing. Each arm was 48in wide 
with the apex approximately in 
the center of the outer wing sec
tion leading edge. At least one 
aircraft received the all-yellow 
empennage with which the 4th 
Bomb Wing experimented in 
January 1945. On transfer to the 
93rd Combat Bomb Wing the 
Square G marking was deleted 
from both tail and wing; in its 
place 93rd CBW red wing and tail 
markings were applied. A single 
48in wide red stripe was painted 
around each wing of Nos 1 and 4 
engines, with the outer edge of 
the band running just inside to 
the outer wing section. The 36in 
wide red band round the horizon

tal tail plane was situated mid
way between the two central ele
vator hinges. The vertical tail 
markings consisted of 28in 
squares forming a checker
board. At the base there were 
three red squares and at the 
highest point in the center of the 
fin there were also three red 
squares, giving nine full and five 
part red squares on each fin sur
face. The squares separating the 
red were either olive drab or bare 
metal. On camouflage the call
letters was repositioned in white 
in the top full square and the tail 
number in white or yellow in its 
original position over the 
checkerboard. On natural metal 
the call-letter was black in the 
top full bare metal square and 
the tail number black in its origi
nal position. The first 385th 
Bomb Group’s B17s with this 
marking were to be seen during 
the third week of February 1945, 
but it was April before the major
ity of the aircraft  were so painted. 
In mid-May 1945 SD110
squadron markings were used 
as “anti buzz” identification 
marking under the left wing. 
Each letter was approximately 
72in by 60in, black on bare metal 
and yellow on Neutral Grey. The 
548th Bomb Squadron used GX, 
the 549th XA, the 550th SG and 
the 551st HR.

Roger A. Freeman: 
“Mighty Eighth War Paint and 
Heraldry”, Arts and Armour 
Press, London, (1997) 
ISBN 1 85409 3738, p. 83
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A Mission to Berlin August 6,1944
by Elmer Snow, Engineer Top turret gunner of a B-17 Flying Fortress

You asked what 
is was like on a bomb
ing mission to Berlin 
in 1944.

Imagine you are 
in an eight-foot diam
eter aluminum cylin
der 5 miles high with 
the temperature at 
30° below zero. The 
B-17 Flying Fortress 
you are in is carrying 
2 tons of high explo
sives in the bomb 
bay, 1000 gallons of 
100 octane gasoline 
and 5 to 8 thousand 
rounds of 50-caliber 
ammunition. You are 
amongst a group of 
1000 planes flying in 
close formation on a 
bombing mission 
deep into Germany. At an alti
tude of 5 miles the oxygen in the 
air is not adequate for breathing 
so you are breathing through a 
rubber mask that is attached to 
the oxygen supply by a flexible 
hose just long enough for move
ment about your gun position. I 
was in the upper turret. You are 
wearing a heated suit and boots, 
a yellow flotation vest (Called a 
Mae West) that will keep you 
afloat if your plane is damaged 
and goes into the North Sea or 
the English Channel, a para
chute harness, a leather helmet 
with earphones, goggles, and a 
throat microphone. In case you 
are shot down and have to bail 
out over France you have a pair 
of black civilian shoes tied to the 
parachute harness (The Ger
mans could recognize downed 
airmen by their shoes or boots) 
and an escape package contain

ing French money and a photo of 
you in civilian clothes. These 
would aid the French Under
ground to prepare false identity 
papers for the attempt to escape 
capture. With the help of the 
valiant French Underground 
many downed airmen walked out 
of France over the Pyrenees 
Mountains to Spain where they 
could be repatriated.

The mission to Berlin today 
will be ten hours long, at least 
seven of which will be at high al
titude on oxygen. As the bomber 
formation crosses the coast of 
Holland enemy anti-aircraft fire 
(Flak1) is encountered. Oddly 
enough the area we crossed in 
Holland was named Overflak- 
kee Island.2 Today we are lucky! 
No one is shot down. Now we 
must be more on the alert for en
emy fighter attacks, which can 
occur at any time. As we con

tinue our route to Berlin we do 
not have any fighter attacks but 
other squadrons in the formation 
lost planes as a result of enemy 
fighter attacks.

Before long we are nearing 
the target. “Big B” it is nicknamed 
because of the heavy concentra
tion of German Flak guns. We 
can see the bursts of flak in the 
distance as we approach the 
point where we start the bomb 
run. The fiery black bursts of flak 
are all around us. They say 
sometimes it looks so thick you 
could get out and walk on it.

As we start the bomb run 
we are in the most vulnerable 
position because the bombardier 
is now controlling the plane with 
the bombsight. The pilot and 
copilot must maintain the alti
tude, air speed and a steady 
course until the Bombs Away

May 2004

Cont. on page 18...
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THE B-17 RADIO ROOM

The radio room in a B-17 is 
the most spacious area in the en
tire plane. An ordinary person can 
normally stand up, has a desk to 
conduct business, a chair to sit 
comfortably, and even has one 
50 caliber gun to ward off the en
emy. There are windows on each 
side of the room and a skylight to 
view the blue sky or the stars. All 
of the radio operators equipment 
is located close by and he can 
also control the communications 
equipment for the rest of the 
crew. Certainly it was the ideal 
place to enjoy a flight.

BUT!!! On most combat B- 
17s, this was not the ideal pent
house described above!

On my crew’s aircraft, #42- 
31395, “Raggedy Ann,” it was 
cold and breezy when the gun

By Frank X. McCawley

hatch was removed and the gun 
brought forward to ward off the 
enemy. This gun had a left to right 
range of about 60 degrees with 
most of the view taken up by the 
huge stabilizer and rudder of the 
aircraft. When tracking an enemy 
aircraft if you didn’t strafe your 
own tail section, you generally 
shot off the HF antenna which ran 
from the left wing to the top pf the 
tail. However, the gun was ma
neuverable enough that you 
could shoot at anybody directly 
above you. One only hoped that it 
was an enemy aircraft above and 
not one of your own B-17s that 
was slightly out of formation.

As a gunner, I was a 
washout. I received my gunnery 
training at “The Wash,” a site lo
cated on the North Sea coast 

somewhere north of the City of 
Norwich, a place colder than fly
ing at 25,000 feet with a burnt out 
heated suit. I did not fire my gun 
too often since there were very 
few enemy aircraft directly above 
my position.

My crew painted “Air Raid 
Warden #395” outside the radio 
gun hatch since my only view was 
up. I felt very secure in my “pent
house” on A/C 395. My “comfort
able” seat was a box of 50 caliber 
ammunition and in front of me 
was the bomb bay loaded with 
bombs. The ground crew in
stalled some armor plate beneath 
the box of ammunition and along 
the sides of the room. Under
neath the room a camera was in
stalled to take pictures of the 
bombing of targets. All these

Cont. on page 7...

385th BGMA Reunion - Oct. 5-10, 2004
The 385th Bomb Group Memorial Association will hold its 20th Annual Reunion in conjunction with the 8th 

Air Force Historical Society in Kansas City, MO. We have been invited to participate in all functions of the 8th 
AFHS. However, we will be also free to conduct our own 385th BGMA functions and business. A 385th BGMA 
Hospitality Room has been obtained for our exclusive use.

The 8th AFHS has organized the reunion, and the complete reunion information is included in this copy of 
the Herald. Also included in this copy are forms for

(1) Reunion Registration and Tours, and
(2) Hotel Registration.
If you plan on attending the 385th BGMA/8th AFHS reunion, please complete and forward the completed 

forms as instructed in the reunion information sheets. Mail your Reunion Registration and Tours form with full 
payment to: Armed Forces Reunions, Inc. Send your Hotel Reservation form to: The Weston Crown Center.

Attendees of the reunion do NOT need to be members of the 8th AFHS or the 385th BGMA to attend the 
social functions. For any one wishing to join the 8th AFHS, the annual dues are $25.00.

The schedule for members of the 385th BGMA is as follows:
Pres. Varnedoe’s Room
To be announced

To be announced

To maintain Group integrity and comradeship, Pres. Varnedoe suggests that all 385th BGMA Reunion Reg
istrants who plan on taking any of the tours, register for each tour as follows:

Board of Director’s Meeting Wed., Oct. 6 3:00PM 
General Member’s Meeting Fri., Oct. 8 8:30AM

Squadron Meetings will follow the Member’s Meeting. 
385th BG Rendezvous Dinner Fri., Oct. 8 7:00PM

New Theatre Restaurant Wed. Oct. 6 5:45PM
Steamboat Arabia Museum / Toy & Miniature Museum Thur. Oct. 7 9:45AM
Stephenson’s Apple Farm / Truman Museum Fri. Oct. 8 11:00AM
City Tour Sat. Oct 9 11:15AM
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comforts were excellent protec
tion against flying shrapnel (flak). 
The pane of glass from the right 
window had been removed and 
replaced with a chute to distribute 
chaff. There was always about 
ten to fifteen boxes of chaff to be 
distributed when approaching an 
area of flak. I always thought that 
the German population thanked 
us for providing them with well tin
seled Christmas trees. But trying 
to distribute all of that tinsel took 
ones mind off the bursting noises 
and the rattle of flak hitting the 
sides of the aircraft.

Our pilot instructed me to 
monitor the assigned HF radio 
frequency for any important mes
sages sent by higher headquar
ters. Unless under direct attack 
from fighters, I seldom was on the 
intercom, and did not hear most 
of the normal talk between the 
other crew members. Should the 
pilot or any other crew member 
wish to talk to me, they did not 
use the intercom call override, but 
would contact the waist positions 
to physically notify me to switch to 
the intercom.

REUNION
2005

It is not too early to think 
about Reunion 2005. Based on 
our experience with the 8th 
AFHS in Kansas City this com
ing October, we may wish to re
turn to our past agenda of 
having our own 385th BGMA 
Reunions. Any member who 
would be willing to host a 385th 
BGMA Reunion in 2005 should 
prepare a presentation for the 
October 8th 385th General 
Membership Meeting in 
Kansas City.

Those boys had a very 
unique method to contact me. 
They would throw a steel helmet 
into the radio room which always 
banged against the front bulk
head or the doors of the room, 
scaring the hell out of me and 
usually lifting me about two feet 
off my comfortable 50 caliber box 
of ammunition. My first reaction to 
the helmet banging against the 
bulkhead was that we were hit by 
a flak burst or even worst, the 
bombs had exploded, and I better 
get the hell out of the plane. How
ever, as I settled back into my 
comfortable seat, I would switch 
to intercom for any messages 
from other members of the crew. 
Looking back at my two waist 
gunner friends, I would see them 
laughing vigorously. They always 
enjoyed contacting me in that 
manner, and I was always caught 
unaware. They are still my good 
friends and we keep in contact 
with each other. And we still 
laugh about the helmet method of  
communication.

One of my other jobs as ra
dio operator was to stand in the 

bomb bay, without a parachute, 
to check and notify the bom
bardier and pilot that all the 
bombs had released and cleared 
the bomb bay. In event some did 
not clear they would have to be 
helped out with a swift kick. While 
performing this task during one of 
our missions, my throat micro
phone cord became discon
nected. For several minutes after 
the bombs had been released, I 
could not find the end of the cord 
in the maze of heated suit, flak 
vest, parachute harness, mae 
west equipment, etc. thus I could 
not notify the pilot and bom
bardier that all the bombs had 
cleared the plane. They both 
thought that I had gone out with 
the bombs and sent the engineer 
back to check on me. I finally re
connected the mike, we had a 
good laugh, and we proceeded 
home without further incident.

After completing my tour of 
30 mission I was sent to the 452nd 
Bomb Group as an radio instruc
tor to new crews arriving in the 
ETO. Part of my instructions to 
them were these stories.

2005 Great Ashfield Tour
The residents of Great Ashfield have invited the members of the 

385th BGMA to visit and celebrate the 60th Anniversary of the end of 
WWII. Bill Varnedoe has appointed Art Driscoll to plan, organize and 
lead a 385th BGMA tour in 2005. Specific details are not available at 
this time, but Art’s preliminary proposal is to visit Great Ashfield as the 
focal point of a seven or eight day tour of the United Kingdom, and per
haps extend that to an additional seven to eight day tour of Europe. A 
time f rame of May or June 2005 has been suggested. Participants may 
possibly take either of the two week-long tours, or combine them for 
back-to-back tours. Updates for the 2005 tours will be provided in fu
ture issues of the Hardlife Herald.

For further information, or to provide suggestions, contact Art 
Driscoll, 4500 Post Rd., Unit H-75, Nashville, TN 37205; Phone (615) 
352-3530; Fax (615) 352-6995; e-mail: artdriscoll@hotmail.com Chil
dren and grandchildren are welcome to join our tour group.
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