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EDITOR’'S MESSAGE

They say a picture is worth a thousand words. I'm doing something a little bit differ-
ent in this issue (in order to commemorate our annual reunion) by giving you 48 pages
of “words.” I start with all of the crew pictures the 385th has in its possession. Many of
these pictures are not the best in quality having been scanned long ago from newspaper
articles and our roster certainly is not complete. If we are missing your crew photo or
you have a copy that is of better quality (or any photographs or memoirs from your time
in the 385th), please contact us so that we can best preserve your legacy. Thanks to Ian
McLachlan for his ongoing research overseas and a very special thanks to Bill Varnedoe
who spent a good few days cross-checking the crews and answering a barrage of emails
to make sure these updates were as accurate as possible.

Below is an excerpt from a letter sent to Chuck Smith. I think it makes a most appropri-
ate foreword for this issue.

-Enjoy and as always, thank you for your service.

-Charles Lundsberg

“I do recall watching raids of 300 to 500 planes go over each morning in January and Feb-
ruary of 1945. At that time I was in a small Eastern French village, Gandrange in Lorraine,
and as we would go to our breakfast meal at 6:30 or 6:45 a.m. we would watch the B17s
in the clear blue sky. Each plane would be putting out four “vapor trails” as we called them
in those days. The formations would be tight and in the separate echelons as they made
their way to Germany, some 35 or 40 miles away.

Of course, we had no idea as to what the target was, but it was good to see them and to
guess the effect that they would have in bombing the hell out of the Krauts.

About 30 minutes after we saw them heading east they would be coming back. It was a
different sight on the return. No longer were the formations tight and disciplined. Some
were high, some low, some eight to ten planes together, some alone, some with two en-
gines gone (evidenced by only two vapor trails following the plane). I was most apprecia-
tive of the Air Corps by this time.

But it was not always that way. I trained as an infantryman and we always had an unspo-
ken but seething envy of men in the Air Corps. 1st, they got to sleep in a warm bed at
night, 2nd, they had better chow, served in a mess hall, 3rd, girls always went for the
“fly boys” before they would consider a foot soldier. I think they had a better pay scale
as well.

When the German breakthrough came in December of 1944, there was fog and clouds
everywhere for about the first five days. We were without the benefit of either bomber or
fighter support at that time. I found my self asking over and over again. "Where is the Air
Corps, Where is the Air Corps”. From that day on I had the most profound appreciation of
men in the airplanes. They made life bearable for us on the ground.”

Tom Chambers

Private First Class

“A” Company

343rd Infantry Regiment
86th Infantry Division
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CERRONE, WARREN E. CREW

CHARLTON, COURTNEY R. CREW

CLARK, WILLIAM B. CREW COCKE, WILLIAM H., JR. CREW
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DAVIS, CHARLES M. CREW l)AVlS \'l‘ Lb()N H. CREW

DAWURSKE, CARL W. W. CREW




DORON, CHESTER L. CREW DRISCOLL, ARTHUR CREW
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- DUNCAN, GLENN F. CREW DUNIAP, JOY H. CREW
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IRVING H. CREW
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FRYER, LYLE V. CREW FUNK, THOMAS G. CREW
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GILDER, RICHA

RD W. CREW GRAY, DELMAR A. CREW
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HALPER, CHARLES W. CRE
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HAYES, OLIN W. CREW

HEUSER, HERBERT W. CREW
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HIATT, HARVEY WILBER CREW

HUBBARD, ALLEN CREW HUTCHISON, JOHN N. CREW
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THLENBURG, FREDERICK H. CREW INGLIS, HARIAN K. CREW

JAMES, BEN E. CREW
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JENNINGS, THEODORE E. I. CREW

JARMAN, WALLACE J. CREW
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JENSEN, RALPH M. CREW JOHNSTON, CHARLES R. CREW

.

18 HARDLIFE HERALD SEPTEMBER 2014




JORDAN, HAROLD E. CREW JORGENSEN, DONALD G. CREW
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LASHER, DEXTER B. CREW LEDOUX, BERNARD J. CREW
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RETT, WILLIAM J. CREW
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LOWRY, PAUL M. CREW
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LUNDSBERG, CHARLES W. CREW
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MADSEN, HAROLD E. CREW MAGEE, NORMAN R. CREW
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MASTERS, VINCENT W. CREW MATUNA, JOSEPH W. CREW




MCCARTHY, EDWARD F. CREW
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MCCOOL, RALPH A. CREW
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MCDONALD, ROBERT L. CREW
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MCILVEEN, CLARENCE S. CREW MELLORS, JAMES W. CREW
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MIGNONE, RALPH CRE

NCE S. CREW

MONTGOMERY, WAYNE C. CREW
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MOATS, CLARE
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PETERSON, JOHN H. CREW
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POKORNY, ROBERT B. CREW
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POORE, FORREST V. CREW POTTER, ALBERT W. CREW
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RAYMOND, JAMES D. CREW REICHARDT, LE
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L. CRE
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RITCHIE, ROBERT G. CREW




SCHLEY, JOHN D., JR. CREW SCHNEIDER, WILLARD 0. CREW
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SILVER, ROBERT M. CREW
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STABER, JAMES E. CREW STARKEL, ROBERT H. CREW
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SWANA, MICHAEL R. CREW SWEDLUND, LEONARD C. CREW
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TAYLOR ROBERT M. CREW

TAYLOR, )EL()_Y CRE
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THOMPSON, BRIAN C. CREW TOTTER, MATTHEW P. CREW
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VAADI, EUGENE J. CREW

i
m; . p—
-




- VOGEL, CHARLES R. CREW VOGT, LAWRENCE H. CREW

~ VOLRATH, LAW
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WEIDER, NORMAN L. CREW

¥

WEIKERT, RUEL G. CREW

WEISS, MARTIN A. / BROUGHTON, WELLS, CHARLES E. CREW

GEORGE E. CREW -

WEST, GORDON A. CREW WHITE, EDWARD N. CREW
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- WHITE, RICHARD B. CREW
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WHITEHEAD, WILBER N. CREW
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WOODWARD, CHARLES B. CREW
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YODER, RICHARD CREW
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Some of Our Favourite Ladies

SEPTEMBER 2014




AMMUNITION SECTION AUTOMOTIVE SECTION

BASE COMMUNICATIONS BASE FIRE STATION PERSONNEL

 BASE FIRE STATION A
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BASE MEDIC STAFF
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MESS HALL PERSONNEL #2 MOBILE REPAIR PERSONNEL

RED CROSS CLUBMOBILE
PERSONNEL
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385th Moments in Time
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The following are crew photos that we do not have, or that have same
last names that we cannot properly identify:

Abrell, John D.
Ackerman, Harold B.

Alexander, Lawrence E., Jr.

Anderson, William A.
Andreas, Donald J.
Archer, Vance D., Jr.
Audrain, Thornton L.
Bailey, E. D.

Baldwin, Robert R.
Barney, Robert E.
Barrington, R. K.
Bartley, George V.
Baumann, Ernest G.
Bean, Ashley R.
Beidenstein, Kenneth R.
Bell, Thomas A.
Benefield, A. L.
Bennett, Robert E.
Bensing, Robert G.
Benson, Virgil H.
Berg, William A.
Bernhart, C. H.
Bexfield, Frank W.
Bloom, Hubert I.
Bloomberg, Arthur H., Jr.
Booker, Bryan J.
Bostick, Robert L.
Boyd, Ronald E.
Branch, Harvey J.
Brashear, Wesley C.
Breidenstein, Kenneth R.
Briggs, Louis E.
Bristol, Sterling W.
Broughton, George E.
Bryan, Adoniram J. Jr.
Burt, Joseph P.

Byran, Adoniram 1J., Jr.
Calderwood, Charles M.
Caples, Robert O.
Carlson, Theodore V.
Carlyale, William
Castle, Frederick
Chealander, A. B.
Clark, E.

Closz, Charles M.
Colantino, Mario J.
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Coleman, John H.
Coleman, Vincent P.
Cooke, W. Howell
Cooper, Robert P.
Corriveau, Alphonse C.
Courcelle, Lucien C.
Courtney, Clyde W.
Cragoe, Clarence R.
Crawford, Frank R.
Creagmile, John L.
Crimmins, Timothy E.
Czerwinski, George C.
Dahlberg, William L.
Danciger, David K.
Daniel, Jack W.

Davis, John D.

Davis, R. R.
DelBianco, C. W.
DesCognets, Louis N. III
Dlasinsky, Anthony M.
Dobbins, Charles O.
Dolan, Daniel H.
Downs, Harvey R.
Drobysh, Andrew, Jr.
Dunlap, James L.
Dunlap, Joy H.
Dunlap, Roger R.
Dyer, Thomas C., Jr.
Easterson, John E.
Echardt, Rubin H.
Eklund, Fred

Elder, C. L.

Emmons, James H., Jr.
Everett, B. J.
Falkenstine, F.
Fanning, George E.
Faroe, Edward E.
Fauber, Clarence E., Jr.
Faulkner, Luther F.
Findeiss, Ted C.

Foss, Carl O.

Foss, Clifford W.
Fostmeier, Lawrence R.
Fowles, E. J.

Franks, Norman A.
Frye, Earl T.

Fulton, Frederick P.
Funk, Robert G.
Gagnon, Henry C.
Gaguarelli, Anthony D.
Garza, Hector J.
Geiwitz, Clifford P.
Ginn, C. L.
Goodwin, Earl G.
Goose, Samuel
Gray, Palmer A.
Gregory, Earl L.
Gurgel, Herman M.
Hall, Warren D.
Hamilton, Albert J.
Harris, Robert D.
Harris, Sidney L.
Harris, Theo H.
Hartley, George V.
Hausler, Ralph M.
Helman, Thomas A.
Henry, William F.
Herron, Edwin R.
Hester, Roger R.
Heusler, Ralph M.
Hinson, Billye J.
Hobza, Martin J.
Hoffman, Sidney R.
Holmes, Carl E.
Horn, Vincent P.
Horstman, Billy N.
Horta, Marvin J.
Hufford, H. R.
Hughes, James E.
Hunter, Edward J.
Huntington, R. L.
Hyatt, John W.
Hyland, John H.
Immel, John A.
Isaacson, Everett L.
Jackson, Leven E.
Jacobsen, Alf M.
Jacobsen, George M.
Jens, William F.
Johnson, James T.
Johnson, John A.
Johnson, John H.
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Jones, Henry I.
Jones, James R.
Kahn, Robert A.
Karls, Winfred J.
Kay, Harold A.
Keeler, Hyram G.
Kelley, William K.
Kelly, Ernest 1.
Kemman, Gilbert O.
Kessler, Paul B.

Key, Harold A.

King, Robert

Kirby, Jesse G.

Kivi, Louis P.
Klasinski, Anthony M.
Klein, Merrill J.
Kleuser, Theodore J.
Koenig, Sebastian B.
Krahn, Robert A.
Kratz, Myron J.
Krause, W. E.
LaCasse, Leo W.
Lambert, Robert E.
Lamont, Charles
Lantz, Ernest E.
Leaming, Joseph H.
Leonard, John W.
Lewis, William K.
Linville, Robert M.
Logan, John J.
Lohmeyer, M. E.
Lojinger, Robert L.
Longhurst, Doyle B.
Loughrey, Robert K.
Malone, Albert T.
Maloy, William A.
Masterson, John E.
Maurice, Paul C.
McAdams, Robert L.
McCreary, Eral D.
McCutchen, William H.
McDevitt, John C.
McDonald, James G.
McDonald, Robert L.
McGregor, Herbert R.
McLaughlin, Vincent P.
McNamara, Francis J.
McNeeley, D. R.
McSweeney, Joseph E.
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Means, Jack Q.

Mee, William W.
MeErlane, John T.
Mellinger, Charles D.
Messenger, Darl J.
Metuna, Joseph
Meyer, Robert W.
Mierlang, John T.
Millard, John B.
Montgomery, Floyd W.
Moore, Bryce S.
Moran, James F.
Moulton, Hollis G.
Muchow, Howard A.
Mullins, James S.
Naze, G. D.

Neal, Arthur G.
Neiman, Merl D.
Nesen, William R.
Newcomer, Luther P.
Newman, Ramon H.
Niemann, Merle D.
Noe, Donald J.
Noiseau, Raymond C.
Notestein, Raymond E.
Novotny, Russel A.
Pacello, Roland O.
Palin, Lyndol H.
Palmer, Charles H.
Palmer, Ralph H.
Pangle, Duane
Parker, Robert K.
Pease, Warren T.
Perry, Edwin B.
Perry, Robert D.
Peterson, Carl D.
Peterson, Harry E.
Peterson, Vernon L.
Phillips, Richard H.
Piper, Preston

Platt, Robert A.
Pollock, Edwin F.
Powley, Herbert F.
Preuss, Clyde F.
Purkiss, George E.
Quick, Otho J.
Randall, Robert D.
Ray, William H.
Reed, Melvin G.

Reeter, Roger R.
Regoli, Walter L.
Reid, Charles A.
Rhine, Robert H.
Richard, Rowe C.
Richards, William W.
Rilund, F.

Riva, Daniel F.
Robbins, Norman V.
Robbins, William M.
Rollins, Clark B.
Rosener, Neil W.
Rowe, Richard C.
Ruby, Billy E.
Ruckey, Alexander
Rudloff, Paul W.
Rummans, Albert R.
Rusecky, Alexander
Salkeld, Geroge H.
Sanders, Billy T.
Sanders, William A.
Saunders, William W.
Scheck, R. L.
Schneider, Constantine O.
Schweider, G. W.
Scott, Albert L.
Seehof, John J.
Seifert, W. H.
Selmeier, J. P.
Semer, Milton, P.
Serafin, John L.
Sexton, Len

Shank, Franklin F.
Shankle, Willard M.
Shankle, Willard M.
Shattenkirk, Raymond G.
Shock, R. L.

Siefert, Martin H.
Singleton, Harold D.
Smith, E. L.

Smith, Harold L.
Smith, J. B.

Smith, Pleasant B.
Smith, Ralph H.
Smith, Theodore B.
Smith, Truman J.
Sowers. Paul W.
Springfield, Barclay I.
St.Clair, Samuel D.
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Stahlberg, Paul J.
Starr, Paul B.
Staver, James E.
Stell, Theodore J.
Stenrose, Arnold W.
Stitt, Robert A.
Stone, Edward S.
Stone, Gerald B.
Stroud, Steven E.
Stubler, Eugene F.
Sullivan, John Q.
Sweeney, J. E.

Swerdlin, Stanford M.

Tansey, John T.
Taylor, Benjamin L.
Tesla, William M.
Thayer, Franklin C.
Tipton, Kenneth G.
Toman, Florian A. J.
Townsend, Edwin J.
Tuley, Raymond W.
Turner, Robert G.
Urias, Victor E.

VanDerhellen, Robert L.
Vandevanter, Elliot, Jr.

Vapor, Rudolph L.

Wallner, Thomas N. 548 Bomb Squadron
Walls, C. E. GX - Blue
Walls, Frank B.
Waltermire, W. F.
Waltman, Harry
Wheeler, William E.

White’ T. B. 549 Bomb Squadron
Willets, Robin D. i
Williams, J. A. -

Williams, Theodore A.
Willits, Robin D.
Willoughby, Robert L.
Wilson, James H.
Wilson, Robert W. 550 Bomb Squadron
Wilson, Willard E. SG - Red
Witherspoon, Horace T., Jr. 9,,4"
Witner, James E.
Wolff, R. H.
Worster, Howard M.
Wray, William H.
Young, Elliott B.
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BEFORE YOU RECYCLE THIS NEWSLETTER...

Please consider donating it to your local School, VFW,
or American Legion.
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